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Re: JOKE L. LETS , ET AL 

' c. 7-P 

"During Eov. 1939 or so I received a registered letter 
from Mine JL offering me back my job under an open shop. 

I understood that wages were to bo the regular Illinois 
wage scale. The minors did not like the idea of going 
back under the open shop as Fill was the local there but we all had to go 
tack in order to live as we had boon off for 33 months. After the mine 
opened it seemed as the UT£7 wanted to destroy PL5A.. Pill did not lisa any 
force to gain members as they always had the majority. During this time _ 
many new outsiders came to Mine B and they were U?5V organisers two such 
UKV7 organiters, one from Colorado rt nd another from Virginia, talked with me 
and asked why I didn't join the UU7 and after I told them the full and com- 
plete story they said 1 v/as right and they quit and went back to their homes* 
The management of Mine E never said anything to mo about which union they 
favored. It was the policy of the management of Mine B to place PMk men in 
bad rooms and give them the worse jobs sc that they would get disgusted 
and quit and whenever a FJIA quit or was laid off they would bring in now 
TOT men to take their places. UIf< men from •Indiana, Missouri and other 
states wore all brot in and local men could not get a job at Mine B altho 
they were taxpayers. 

"After the mine opened in Sept. 1939 some one used to place sulphur 
rock on my cars of coal and one week I was fined £17.00 because of this but 
I complained and it was taken away. It vies gossip that the money from the 
fines 7 ; a s being used to pay back the money loaned to Elshoff by U1C7 and to 
pay the UIE7 organisers v.ho were being kept at the mine* In regar d to this 
£17.00 fine I went to UM7 headquarters and saw complainoc 

to him and he went to the supt. of the c onp back. The , 
night before this another UMM organiser Jfc told me that I would \ 

continue tc be docked and the* I sh ould Tcoep my moutn shut or else--and that j 
the money has to come in. me Wine B. 1 feel that \ v 

some U!A" men were putting rock on my cars just to cause me trouble 

as my partner never got fined and he was a TU£7 man. 

"On another case I switched my identification cards number with my 
buddy and put some bad coal with his good coal and I got docked for giving 
good coal but my buddy did not get docked al tho his car had bad coal on it 
and this proved that U?£7 men v/erc getting Toy with everything* 

"In regard to the next NLRB election in Feb. 1941 I foci that the 
elsction was properly held but the results wore favorable to UW7 because 
UI&7 had gotten rid of FMA men and replaced Vine B with their UK7 men and 
thugs. It was not necessary to use any force or anything for UK-7 to win 
that election as they had enough U5G7 men packed in 7/ine B to swing the 
election over to them. 
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Re: JOH!T L. LET'IS , ET 

i? n c. k> 12} 



"I don’t r.call if I signed any cards in 1940 or not.' I 
think they t / ere presented to rao tut I refused to sign 

+.]^QTT> # 


"I an still at Vine B digging. 


”1 was at some mooting when Glascow said something about money and 
he was put out of the- meeting bccauso of it. 



St. Paul, L’inn. 
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JOHN L. LELTS , ET *L 



L 


's x 



could 


viove 
He advl 
spoke it n 
in the interview. 


The following investigati on was con- 
ducted by Social Agents _ 
at Spring ield, Illinois on August 27 , 1943* 


Springfield, Illinois, phone Agents inter 

his home in the presence of his ’wife and son. 
the lish lan .oiaize and it was noted that he 


her poorr 1 ' and it was necessar\ r for his wife and son to assist 


at Ifine B. 


He advised that he had no criminal record and presently is working 


It is b lieved he w ' vldr^k^arather poor witness as his testimony 
would have to be Given throup . interpreter. lie further claimed 

to knov» little or nothing of the activities between the time the mine shut 


Gown ana vine- it reopenea. ne couia, however, tesiiiy as uo tne violence 
used against him allegedly used to make bin switch from PIA to UT.. 


it . 

- 


a 


In the files of the Springfield Field Division of this case there 
is a cop:-; of the following affidavit which he reaffirmed to Agents: 


"ST.iTd IF ILLINOIS 
COUNTY OF S/Jia.J:0N 




) SS 



em_, auxy sown on oath aeposes ana states 
, Springfield, Illinois and is an employee 


at Iline B Coal Company* 


*L.ffiant states that he finished his room in the Mine on September 17th about 
3 o’clock and asked the driver, L.O^Bumgarner for an empty car to transfer 
his tools. The driver paid no attention* tO~ UHis affiant although he asked 
for an empty car a number of times, and finally YJhon affiant again asked for 
an empty, affiant states that L.O. 3ungarn3|* j uped from the front of the cars 
and hagan striking this affiant about the throat and jams, and jugular region, 
severely injuring this affiant. 


"affiant states further that while striking him, L.O. Bumgarner cursed this 
affiant and called him a dirty son-of-a-bitch and told him he would kill him* 
affiant states that he has been unable to return to word since being struck 
by Bumgarner and has suffered severe pain, the injury impairing his speech 
and causin^ him severe pain when eating, u ffiant states that since suffering 
the injury he hms been under the carp of a physician. 
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R£: JOHN L. LE.1S, ET AL 

iptiirvie; mt:: ^tonioj^fst^uj 

(continued) 

refused to discharge Bumgarner, who 


Ap-k 

"Affiant further states that he 
took the matt or ^ up with the Super' 
intend -nt, Oscar Falcetti, but he 
is a United **ine Worker*" 


(signed) 



"(seal) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th dap of January, 

1941 

( signed) 

!.£■ commission expires Sept. 9, 1941" 



The- following one oa^e signed tv jewr i tte^ i s ta tei.ie nt was obtained 
in the pr.-se-nac of his rife and son 



fr: 


>pringfield, 111., 

August 27, 1943. 

k,** i el^^I^^, 

anuukinr this free anu vcuunfary suatenent tef gjjijfHGflBH an ^ 

who are known to me to be Special /.gents of the Federal^ureau 
ofunvestigation, United States Department of Justice. No threats or 
promises have been made. 





"I was bor: 

*Ti 


I first joined the onftec 

111. and I nev:r hav_ held a.y office. 


and I beca me a citizen in 
••orkers in in ^pring- 

I started to work at Mine B 


in Springfield, 111. or.] 
joction to joining that union” as - 


and I joined Pit. t)ien. I had no ob- 
"was the only one there. I liked the 

progressives and they never caused me any trouble. I worked till the last 
day, Hay 12, 1937 at Mine D and I did not knov: . anything about a strike coming 
on until I was called out "Of thu mines, and I don't know what the cause oi it 
was. I just did what the P’A officials told me to do. 


"I never went bee., to Mine 3 until in fall of 1939 when I got a 
letter from Mine B teilin_, me to come beck to work and I rent out to 
Mine B and they told mu I could not work for a mon th or so as the room was 
not ready and then about a month let . Jp| ‘5) to 

;.y home and told r.c ny room was ready ana "i ViSil wHPto wrOFDcc . 1939. 

"From Oct. 1937 until Dec. 1939 I worked in t ! v f Mines. . 
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RE: JOHN L. LEMS, ET «L 

/ 

intervte..' ..tt : iBBMiiyMMBBg 

(continued) 

was fighting us in the .nine. 


L 7 J> 

•'TThen I "went beck in Dec, 1939 I still 
was a Progressive but some time later 
signed over to UIf7 because everybody 


11 1 voted twice at Ifctional Labor Relation 3oari elections in tht 
.armory in Springfield, 111. and the first tine I voted for Fill and second t' _•* 
for UM" because I was then a member of that local. I had to join the UK. 
because there was no noro Pit. there at Line B. X did not want any trouble to 
I joined UIJT. • 

"Both elections wore alright as far as I knoy and I voted FT*, 
first and then UK7, I never attend any meeting and just pay my dues and any 
fines he cause I don’t go to Meetings. 


"I recall that I si Tied one petition for 1 ILt which they said was 
going to be sent to '....shin - ton, D. C. and I never signed any for UH7. No- 
body forced no to si tJ n it. 

"I can’t read the English language so I have ha 
read this to me and it is true and correct and I have si^e 




"',71?;, "ESSES: 



"I also wish to say that in fall of 1940 0. BU IiUt UER, a 

UK; car puller, told no I had to go to the UK7 noeting?'an3''I told him I 
never wont to any meetings and just vent hone and at that time I still was 
with ?I11. „ few days later I asked ‘ in for an empty car to haul ny tools 
away and he turned around and hit me on the side of the neck. I reported it. 
to p!i. -too and signed an affidavit for them. I also told 0SC.fl F.XCETTI 
and he never said nothing about it at all. IThile in Doctors office some 
lawyer came b, and Dr. had him take me to Police where w arran ts was issued 
for BUKCnHlNEK but he won the ca.»e in Court. Doctor i* ‘l ife r w 


N 


Special ederal Bur. of Invest. 
!!ilvaukee, his. 




>pocial »,tnt, 
St, Paul, Minn." 
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HE: JOHN L. LZJ.TS, ET AL 


IHTEHVI'j; blTr 


/r 


. & 




rx 



The following investigation was conducted 


by Special Agent 

at Springfield, Illinois on August 27, 1941. 





'/y : 


T 

r 



Ox^^ist 27, Yit+Z ,i 

Tele was interviewed with her husband in comectI^'«itli her 
husoand working a nine B and she advised that ' i s her hus- 

band ' s brother and that prior t o the tine PTA tOQ^c overi^l^2 at Mine B, 


O hCJ* cn-i J.UI Civ.HJU L 



He r eturned and worked at Hine B until about 

and stayed Tor about montHs 

She felt that co-jld not furnish ary information of value rela- 

tive to the instant casea^iie vrats not there. 

However, she advised he has been working at Iline & unt il this 

'f nt tc JpgS 

, rjjn .,._ 3 phonetic)^ - boa 

He went there to regain hi sfiesaiasne does not know how 

long he will remain there but robaoly will return to Springfield, Illinois 
in two or three months. 


3 




The following investig ation was c onducted 
by Special A 0 ents j^SE^T "" liWW and 


Sprinyfield, Illinois on Augusts/ t 


rr IKT Ti VI T - MTI: 

y 

7 

\ / is the mother o: 

V / She advised that ac'is no-- wjj.h the U. S. Navy and is overseas and that he 
bfjBAJ^^tho Navy for B months. She further stated that her husband, 
never worked at ..’ine B» 



advised Agents she 
aVTie formerly did work at Nine B. 
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rte: uum l*. j J jSnxo > r*i AjU* 


INTERVIEW WITH 



y Q 

L 7rj 

was I nterviewed at hi s resi- 

Illinois, 

Special Agents 
was bom iffif- 


Uo K; 


Koor. 



mS nOQ nil 


or ms lryr^j^iciispresently employed as a track layer at Panther Creek 
Mine #2. above the average miner in intelligence, and 

ability toexpres^rmnself . He was quite excited about events which 
occurred at Mine B. He can express himself well and would not be easy 
to confuse on cfoss examination. He is believed to be a good, potential wit- 
ness. He furnished the following information as set forth in a signed 
statement. 



ment tc 



make the foll owing state- 
who have 


Bureau of Investigation 


promises, threats or consideration 


of any kind has been made to me to get me to make this statement. 

I am willing, if necessary, to go to court and repeat any part of this 
statement. 


"I have been in the mines all of my life. I first went to 
Mine B in 1935 or 1936. I do not recall exactly what year it was. 
I was a member of the Progressive Mine Workers of America at the 


v? V V G1 


I wentHSack and worked there until I ccauld see that the Mine was 
going to be a Uiited Mine Worker mine. I did not want to belong to 
the tkiited Mine Workers so I quit. I got a job at mine A then, 
and when after two months it signed up as a UlfV mine, I quit and 
went over to Panther Creek Mine j&^.bec aue I did not want to be- 
long to the United itine Workers. I was not particularly interested 
in the Union affairs. I went to the meetings occassionally, but not 
too often. I knew that there was some discussion at the mine and 
some greivances, but I do not know what they were* There were no 
slow downs or tro ulbe before the strike as far as I know. Every- 
thing was going along smoothly. I did not attend the meeting of 
the local the night before the strike started. I was laying track 
at that time and was down below when the strike started. I noticed 
that the men were sending up small cars, and I told them that they 
would not get anywhere with that. I do not know what they were quarrelling 
about, and I did not know that there was going to be a strike vntil it 
was called. 
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Re; JOHi L. LEWS, ET AL. / 

"I went back out to mine a few days after the 
strike started to sign some papers. I do not 
^ continued; remember what it was about. The progressive 


Committee man called me in for it. We went to Falcetti *s office to 
get something and got the papers there in the office. 


"I knew that there was a local formed for the Ultf? the summer 
of 1937. I heard somethi g about a contract with that local, but no 
one ever asked me to join - that local. I did not go out to the mine the 
day that the picket line was formed. I went out a few days later and 


C ^ 1 tVA MS A Vi-*i h + K cv +■ ■« l 

u i/djfcu '-i Ui u a. k-jj. w U1 ui ic: t/XiUC ® 


xtiu men un the picket were 3,11 uzon who 


had worked at Mine B. There were no strangers staying out there all 
of the time. ~ 


"After the injunction stopped the picket, they tried to open 
the mine, but I did not go to work. They did not want any of us to 

come, and only were going to let the men who had been causing trouble 

at the mine come to work. I have never heard any of thse men say any- 
thing personally. 

"I voted i the elec tin which was held in December 1937. It 
was a fair election. - No one tried to influence my vote, tell me how to 
vote, or anything else. I voted exactly as a I pleased. After the 
election the mine did not reopen for several - months. Most of that time 
I could not get any work, but I did work for a while at a couple of the 
other mines. When Mine B iras reopened, I went back out to work. 

"When I went back which was a few days after they reopned, I 
did not see any evidence of any big fire out there. There had been a 

few falls and cave ins butj_ there was no serious ones. Some of them I 

do not think have Been opened yet. They weren't when I left mine B, in 
about January 1941. 


"alter the mine reopened I was asked many times to join tne 
United Mine Workers. Hie men who asked me to join, and argued with me 
were not the old men who had worked at the mine before. Most of them 
were new men, who I had not know before. They were in the mi ne, but 
.'id not do much work. Cne Was a - fellow named I never 

saw him do much work. He spent all of his time tryi^^^^^fganize. 


Antother was ' ' vV 
most of his tv*- run nan 


He did not do any work ei' ••• r, 
und trying to organize. 


int 

asked me 

to joing the United Mine Workers several times. I do ftot Tchow what he was 
supposed to be doing in the mine. He did not do any work that I ever saw. 
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Re: JO® L. L&/IS, ET AL. 


INTERVIEW WITH 


i 


yjj 




All he did was go around and 'talk to the fellows. 

He was supposed to be some sort of boss I guess. 

I know I saw him and Oscar Itelcetti, the Superin- 
tendent arguing a couple of times. Oice I saw them come out of 
^office. I do not know what they were arguing about, but I heard 
m^^tell Falcetti that if he did not like it he could leave, or go 
somewhere else. I wondered right then who I was working for* 

n I did not get threatened or an thing like that. I had heard 
that some of the other fellows had been beaten up. I was pretty stubborn 
about it and would not join the United Mine Workers, and I was afraid 
to stay down there for fear that I would be hit too. The men were sign- 
ing up for the United nine Workers, and 1 could see th t the mine was 
going to go over to the UliV, and I did not want to, so~I v/ent over to 
mine A when I heard that they wanted a track layer and grader • I knew 
That the Mine was going over to the UM/ because it couldn *t do anything 


TV .'“i Ti i * "»s / . - . 

xnu i ^ 004 . vto 


~ T 

'Cic LHSJJig lA;d UCll, 


They were losing checks off 


their cars and things like that. I knew that the management must be 
favoring the United Mine 'Workers or it would have stopped that sort of 
thing going on. 




"I went over to Mine A in the last part of Jan urary 1941. 

wa s s en^&card to vote in the election at Mine 3, and went to vote. 

stopped me from voting. He stopped me when I was there 
at the voting place. Ity card was still in the local at Mine B and I 

t.hnucfht. f hat. T vra^ rrl hi + A Vrtt q Vvm+ f hon rl 4 ! ^ nn+ 1 at ma Vrt+fl T 

w X VW r w VW | k/\4 V Vi J 1 1U V U> W V V i i 

was not the only one who was not allowed to vote the day of the second 
election. I had not been working at line A more than a couple of days be- 
fore the elect ion. Harve y Williams , who is dead now, went down to vote 
with me, and f to ppe d him from voting too. He v/as not working 

anyplace at that time; 

"I have read the above statement on this page and three other 
pages. It is all true and accurate. 

/S/ 



Special Agents FBI" 


182 - 


c 


006443 


0 


RE: JOHN L. LE7..TS, ET AL 



jat Springfield, Illinois on August 2£ 


The following invc 
by Special «g-.nts 



cond ucted 

HH And 



B Springfield, Illinois, Agjnts interviewed 
was aomowliat reluctant to answer any 


qucsTTon^a^aTl as he said he did not want to get nixed up in anything as 
he still is at Mine b and was afraid that something might happen to him if 
he t ixod about the ~Tna t ter , 


ligent than the average , liner. It is b:lieved that in the ev^nt he is called 
to testify he will make .. good witness altho he would not like to have to 
testify inasmuch as he still is at ’line B. 

After some conversation he freely furnished the- following signed 
typewritten statement. 


_ _ w _ ' prior to 1932. ■ Prior 

to 1932 I felt that UM,; was trying to do all they could for the miners. 
V."hen PM/, was formed at Mine B in 1932 I felt that everyone wanted to new 


the ballotd were stolen from the second election and the miners did not like 
that. I think that PMA operated pretty smoothly from 1932 until the mine 
closed down in 1937 and I never heard or knew of any trouble with Elshoff 
or PM. officials. I never heard Elshoff or F..LCETTI complain that PKA 



He advised Agents he has never been arrested in his lif ? and in 




August 28, 1943. 



Burcauor^^^Stigation, United St tes Department of Justice. No threats 
or promises have been made me to give this statement. 


ary* 



citizen, for the past ^jfye ar_- or so I have been at Mine B in Springfield 
131. and an a coal d-- gger . ..round B^B or so I first joined the United 
Mine workers at M&- HI. I hav^never held any office in any union. 


union as they did not want to take ary cut in wages, fhe trouble sTartod 
then when Jfohn L. Lewis signed a contract under an emergency, after he said 
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re: l. let.ts, et ,*l 


iwtgrvtc:; '..it:, 

(continued) 


v <r_ 


& X£> 


officials were crooked or wron I newer 
heard anything prior to the strike about 
getting rid of PI.L and getting back 0l£7. 

X and others felt that the Fi'Jx officials were doing a good job and we did 
not suspect then of anything and felt tint they T'cro running Local 54 alright 
for us. It ?ias run in an orderly fashion. Pit* never used apy force tcTmalcc" 
us ' aners d > things or vote ary special way. I used to attend the important 
FMA neotin but did not attend all of the ordinary mootings. I and other 
niners have felt that some of those Ki. nen who t;erc convicted in the bombing 
case could have been not guilty. I and others vero all satisfied with the 
money reports from Y.'ix officials and we never suspectod them of doing anythin 
■wrong with the money. 


"From 1932 to 1937 I don't recall of Ui£,‘ ever picketing Mine B or 
causing a strike thor. and I never saw or received any literature nor did 
anyone try to make me join U?'.‘ and leave Fit.. I have never heard anything 
about any parties b tween Elshoff and l"f.T men. X never knew anything about 
the vagu ques^mnia^the spring of 1937 until one afternoon about 2:30 
o'clock nher. IMA board member, called us out of Mine B and told 

us miners thatuhey had” been unable to reac a wage a greenen~tl‘ J '*T did not 
attend any meeting the ni;9it before the strike but heard at the mine that 
some 111. fellows were expelled at that meeting. 


"Before the strike bo^an in 1937 it was common gossip that Joe__ 
Albanese, Andrew Schrelevious, Ooninic rasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, 
Tony Plotch, John Ananias, John Sirtout, George and Emory Jacaivay, Charles 
Bohannon and James Hale, belonged to one cl^ck at Hinc B and that they were 
giVirr? information to UUfT, altho they belonged to PMn,. 

"On tho morning of tho strike I did not know that some PMA men had 
been expelled ana I went to work as usual, during that day I did not hear 
anyone tall: about the wage question nor talk about the uxpcllod men. I was 
taken by surprise when I got called up at 2:30 F. !!. On that day I loaded 
ny errs the same as before but at sone tine I heard something about cars 
being loaded short but I never found out v;hat it was all ab ut. I did not 
know wc v.ure goin_, out on strike till we got to the top of the nine that 
afternoon. I don’t r ally kner.; what the cause of the strike was. I can’t 
say if it was ov^r the wage question oc because of the expelled men not 
bcin^, fired. 

"Then I went home that night I had no idea that we would be out 
a strike. I night h.avc signed some petitions in summer of 19 37 bqt I just 
can’t recall about it now. I may avc signed some. If 5 ^;ejl ary no one 
forced me to sign it and it was done voluntarily by me. 
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INTER VIST,'; b'l T: . "I don’t baliave I -was contacted by anyone 

(continued) in July, 1937 to join the Ulf.7 local. I 

hoard about it then. I don't know what 
the a nova nentioned follows were doing in 1937 or thereabouts. I did not go 
back to work in fall of 1937 as at that tine I did not do any picketing and 
I was sick around that tine anyway . L r e wore told EIA officials that If we 
did not help in the sit down strike that the UT TT nen would got out jobs and 
I went over off and on a few tines to help then out. At that time I was on 
relief and had to work out some of the money. I was not at nine B when the 
Marshall cane out with the injunction, A he sit down strike was run in a 
vor oracrly manner and we were there to protect the property and would go 
back as F’iA but would not go back under UIP7. T.'e washed the rooms, guarded 
the powder house, and protected the nine xoperty. »hile I was around U!!!7 did 
not bring in any men to work there. Eli nen wore in the strike and no 
outsiders were brot in to help us. I understand that when the Marshall canc 
out El. iaen left peaceably and there were no fights. ">.'e were not forced to 
go on the sit down strike. 


W I did not go to Mine B in Dec t 1937 when they tried to reopen it. 

I took part ana voted in the'TTrst N1RB, voting for the P:1A. I voted for 
the,. of j$r own free will feeling thdt they had a majority anywar, so far as 
I know no threats or violence was used in anyway to influence tTTe nen to vote . 
Ve Met at the Ell hall and went to the jinaory to vote in pairs or groups, 
th^rc were no strong a ru methods used to influence us in the way we voted. 
Voting was by secret ballot and under the direction of a Government nan. I 
have no recollection of bein : contacted by any UlfJ men in an attempt to tell 
me how to vote. 


W I dont remember ^oing out to the mine when an attempt was made to 
re-open it in Jan. 1936. I dont recall re c loving any notice to 30 to work 
as I recall it now I just heard aoout it them talk. I am unable to jive 
any first hand information as to what happen.! at this attempt to open the 
mine. From shortly alter this time on I wao on F.’A and didn't take any 
active interest in whae was loin,; on in tne mine, I heard rumor at this tine 
that Eishoff was getting m >ney from the 11117, but so far as I know no one 
could prove it. 

Tlhon to mine opened the last tine in 1939 I believe I received a 
registered letter fro::. Elshoff , in response to this I r~ ortod hack to go 
to work. At that tine they told me when to report back to go to work. As 
I r::rur.b,r it I had no personal knowledge as to the nature of any a.xeement 
as to wages or anything elsc A I believe however that the scale must have bear: 
th: same as Union ..ag.s throughout the state or else the lxn wou_d not have 
gone back at all. I believe that when they were ready for me to cooc. 
back to work some of the other miners in the neighborhood came by and told 
me they were ready for mo to come back to work, ".’."hen the mine was first 
op ned up everything seemed to me to go along fine and dandy for about a 
year I b.lieve. Prior to shortly prior to the last NLRB election they 
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RE: JO"N L. LE ."IS, ET «L 


INTL, .VXtT.. 7 '.7ITH 
(continued) 


b ) & 

wouldn't let any of the sons of the miners 
cone to the mine to work, but during this 
period they would let thorn cone in providing 
they would join up with the UlL', it is ay belief that this was tho method 
used to enlarge the UJf.7 nenbership at nine n B n so they could call for a 
NLRB election and be sure of winning. X" ’doiF t know who nade this rule, 
wh~th~r i\ was a Union Rule or a Company on?, nor do I know who revoked it. 

I believe nowover it was done by what I call Elshoff's gang, in the UiC'. 
During this period all of the new men hired wore members of the U!1.7, they 
would take on no new PIl* n.;n at all. The UK" rien did uo no harn personally. 

I heard of dirty tricks being _ layod to other n-tti and know of one ran whose 
na. c I do not recall at , resent b^ing boat up and spendin sono tine in the 

r.UD r X U<XA. m 


T1 So no time between thj opening of the nine and the last election, 

Tony Plotc . and n Cotton u ^nanias, visited ne at uy hone and tried to get me 

i?ith thcTTirr^TTbl^ then I T?ovdd do whatever the majority wanted. 
They said to "Hell” i.ltfi the ruajority wc rant you nov* I finally rejoined 
tho UlvV because ay son ranted a job in tho nine and I had to be a member of 
the UirV in order for hin to ^ct it* 


HTf* T Vi n I + ir.i t'iaH +hn 

■I i. | 4UUU W JU^llOU 1/lkU 


X 1 -? mrO X tiAi ll /■? nsl 1 ir Vi A UTr'V Via /■? 4- r\ 
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get out of of the rdne. I base this on what I heard and saw done to other 
miners who wouldn't join. I dont feel that I joined the UK./ of rqy own 
free will but because of the pressure brought on ue as I have indicated here, 
if it hadn'u been for this I would have st \od with PUL as I was satisfied 
with that Union. I know of nothing else done by the management that would 
indicate preference for tho UHL. So far as the Plda men were concerned they 
just had to take it and keep their mouths shut. I do not recall signing any 
membership cards in either FUR or UK/ during the summer of 1940. 


"X do not think that all of the men who voted in the last NLRB 
election, J f eel that a lot of the UK/ men who voted were hired at the mine 
simply so they could vote and give UltT a majority. As far as the election 
itself was concerned I feel that it was run honestly. I voted for the U!£7 
in this election myself because I had joined the UK/," and felt that it was 
best that I should vote this way in order to avoid any trouble. 

”1 believe that Kinc B is in bad condition and that if it had been 
closed for another year they ’would have been unable to roonon it at all, 
appears to me that the Fire-clay uivler the coal has heaved up and would 
have blocked the nine entirely if it had remained closed nuch longer. I 
have no present recollection of the fire in the nine in 1939 at all. 



"I do not have any personal knowled ,e concerning the tine when 
Giascow was kicked out of the UK/ neoting^ I do know that he wasn't elected 
to a union office the last tine he ran. 
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ihtervie: kith 

(continued) 


no. 


' /c 

H I felt that conditions were bdtter under 
the PMA and as far as I personally am con- 
cerned I nould rather have them represent 


I have read the foregoing statement of 3 pages and it is all true 

and correct to the best of oy knowledge ? I axi therefore signing the sp.ne.* 1 


T/itnessod 



Agt. FBI, US Dept, of Just. (ST. Paul) 



Ijt. FBI, US Dept, of Just. (Mil**) 
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Re* JOHN hm LETTIS, ET AL 



^ not ma>© a good witness beo&use he does not recall events which ooourred, 
5oes not remember names, and was not in a position to know" much about what 


appearance, oan be understood, but does not possess aggressive qualities 


promises, threats, or any consideration has _Been made to me to make this 
statement. I am willing to appear in oourt to repeat this statement if 
necessary* 

”1 got a Job at the Mine J^ g^j soynetine along in January of 1936. 
Soon after I started wording There I was approached by three men on the 

n\r A wr +-a 4 vi 

W yx U VU 1 LrJT I X UU liv V * ViU^IUuOl V * A 1 ^ X * nuwuti • -^lAVjr ** oiwu J.HO w VV XXL 

the Union. I told them I wo Id if necessary. I asked the Super intendant 
if I should and he told me I should so I joined The Progressive Mine ^ 
'Tomer f s of America. They took my dues right out of my pay check* 

n I worked in The Retail Yards and Tipple most of the time. I 
worked below only a couple of months* 


cussion about a strike, and was surprised when the strike occurred# X 
did not know of any difficulties in The nine over wages or over discharging * 
I had no idea about what the strike was all about until after the strike* 

I do not remember what was told me about why ^he strike was caused* I did 
not stay around the nine much after the strike was called* 


The men were Just standing around. I vent to work a few days above ground. 
No one tried To koop mo from working; but there mis not much to do bo I 
quit and did not ovon go Back to The nine since that tino • I got another 



^ happened at the mine because he worked above ground* He would make a fair 



e ie presently 
He was bora 




The following is a sicned statement obtained from 

u w 



"Springfield, 111* 
August 25, 1943 


roe 


to 



reau of Investigation. No 


I make the following statement 
have identified themselves to 


"I rooall when the strike occurred* I had not heard any dls- 


n A Faw days after the strike was called I went back to the nine 


Job and have never returned to mine n B n * 
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Re: JOHN L. LE./IS, ET AL 

b Q_ ^ 

"While I was a member of The Progressive Ifiner^s I 
did not attend more than 3 or 4 meetings. I was 
not particularly interested in what happened. I had 
no trouble with the Union. I did not see anything 
wrong wit!, the P. M. .W. . I did not care much which Union was running the 
mine. I thought roost of The men at the mine wanted the Progressi ve ISLne 
Worker *s *.nd were satisfied. There were a few^oen who were di satisfied 
with tHe ?. M. W. But I do not recall who they were or what they objected 
to. I do not recall anyone saying that They wanted to change Unions. I 
do not recall any talk about changing Uraons. 

"I do not recall if I signed any papers or petition. I recall 
that there were some petitions passed out by Both the P. LJ. IF. Pr U. If. ff. 
Worker's around the mine. 3ut I do not recaYl having ever signed any 
paper 's’ at all. 

"I do not recall any violence or threats. There was no wage 
trouble. I just did not know why the strike was called, or have much in- 
terest in The Union at all. 

"I have read the aoove statement on this page and three other 
pages. It is all I recall. It is all true and accurate. « 




- 189 - 


6 


j 0645U 


JOKT L. LET. IS t ET AL 



) 


i 



been 1 

^orn 




v ^ • -...jV. 




considered by into pw ing agents to be 


/C_ 

is interviewed at the Springfield 
Field Office oS^th^cvenin^of Aug ust 27, 1943, 

Special agents 

Resides with his familyi^eihom^wBHih he owna # located at 

Sn rinrrf icld , Illinois, He is a naturalised American citizen. 

He is presentl y employed at 
'ield, Illinois. 

iltne * s t 

claims that he can read but cannot write English. He speaks English rather 
well, docs not have a pronounced accent and is fairly easy to understand. 

He can express hicoself in English fairly well. He would make a good appoaronco 
Interviewing agents have some doubt, however, as to his ability to undergo 
a rigid cross-examination. He would probably bo easily confused, and would 
foil ovf a leading question and probably become confused in some inconsistency. 

Upon being interviewed he executed tho following signed statement: 

"Springfield, 111. 

August 27, 1943. 

h£/ none is , I ma ke tho following statement to 

who have identified themselves 

Ome tc be Special Agents or the Foccral bureau of Investigation. No 
promises, threats, or consideration of any kind has been made to me to make 
this statement. It is true and accurate. I am willing to go to court, if 
necessary, and repeat this statement. 

tt I first started to work at 'Tine B when I first came to 

this country. Except for a short period in 192^or 24 I stayed at yinc E 

until the strike in 1932. During that tine I was a member of tho United 

T'inc 'Workers. I attended meetings every two or throe months. I was not 
_an joff iq — ^occurred, I had some money saved up. 

officer of the Pr o g rjLS_s jvQ e Wor kers t JMi ^n and me and 
kept me from getting a job. 1 worked on ATA and other things until 1936 
v.hen I was able to got back into yino B. 


He did not 


"In those days Jpny Plotch f 

like the idea of joining the"~?r ogr c s s ive ^{ne ' Vorker $ , and ~T "saw many men 
corse ffom the mine and argue witVTiiwy trying '^6 '^tTt him to join the PICT of 
A. He also told me about it, and that ho wanted to stay with the United 
Hlne ETork era. 




"All the time from 1932 to 1936 I tried to get a job at tho y^nq^B * 
Hany times I would bo out at the mine and ask for a job, and Oscar Falcotti 





o 


06451 


0 


Re: JOHN L. LEMS, ET AL 




told ne and thcr other men that there were no jobs. 

I know, however , that when Joe Albanose or some of 
the other men who wanted the' united Vine workers 
brought someone to Falcctti to ask then to hire them, 
that Palcetti always would hire them. I know this because I was standing 
around trying to get a job* I saw Falcetti hire men introduced to him by 
Jo: A lb ones e and Jimmy Hale just after he had told me and other men that 
there ware no jobs in the mine. 



"Finally I rot a job at Fin ely. I joined the Progressive yin o_ 
orkors of Africa . I vent to the meetings every now and then, mostly just 
to elections and to Special meetings. In those years there were several 
fellows who v;orc cause ing trouble at the meetings and in the nine. I did 
not hoar all of them," but I did hoar Joe Albaneso, Tonv Plotch and Jimmy 
Hale say in the Progressive Vine Workers meeting, thaxxs "aCT. ocal */p54 
that someday we would all have to join the United Vine Vorkors again, and 
that we v/^uld bo bettor off if the local wore connected with the UI£7 instead 
of the FKU. 


"At other times in that year before the mine went on strike I 
overheard Domenic Pasquale say several times that we ought to join the 
UK7. I also heard a ay the same thing. 

"Those men I named and also others such as John Sirtout, Andy 
Schrekovious, Fete Caj^r# Frank Austin, Gqtjto^^^^nia^p'^^fTby Eoh^JffiTon, 
end ttftT Jacav/ay were tried TJy the union and expelled. 

t „ ^ # , __ * , v. _ /» 4- v „ _ 4 — : jy t » * „ > i A 

u C J Up X e ljj. jneuuiifc ur oj ULiurv ene n i ruCail 

W I attended the meeting of the local #54 the night before the strik. 
I think that it was a special meeting. I think that there was an announce* 
nont in the paper, but I am not sure. There was an announcement on the mine 
bulletin board. There vjoro over 20G men there that night* A'e decided that 
wo would not go back to work until these men had been fired. I think those 
non had been tried before, but the union decided that night to kick thorn out 
of the Union, and ask Falcetti to fire thorn. The next day we went to work. 


yi r \ tu r* v 
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men wore working there, and wo only put a little coal into each car. 
they called us out. 


Finally 


"As far as I can remember there was no discussion about a contract 
>r wagoe at the meeting the night bef c re the strike. Ac did not quit work 


because of wages or the contract. 


"At that time I was very well satisfied with the way the Progressive 
Vine Aorkors wore running, and was satisfiod with local #54. I didTTSot 
~want tr^^Chonge unions. I think everybody else was satisfied also with the 


191 - 


c ' 


o 


: 06452 


Ro: JOHN L. LET .IS, ET AL 





local, except those few men who had been kicked out, I 
heard no complaints about assessments, dues, check offs 
and etc. 


"After the mir.e went down I wont back home. The next few days I 


went out to the mine with the rest of the fellows, I was ready to go to 
work if they would firo the men, and would recognise the Progressives as the 
union, I had heard that Falcctti had said that he would not recognise the 
Progressives as the union there any more, 1 do not recall every signing 
any papers about the strike, either for the PUT of A or the qUisT . After a 
while I tried to get another job, and I did get a job on the ftPA. 

4 

"That summer I knew that a UKi 7 local was formed for i'inc B, I did 

not know that a contract had been sienod wit" Lne B 

company. That summer both Joq ^ lbanese ano asked me 


to open the mine, I did not want to go back to work unless they recognised 
the Progressives as the Union. There were a largo number of us there that 
day, Oscar Falcctti got up and told us all that we could come back to work 
but that we would have to join the UK7 in order to work at the mine because • 
they had signod a contract, I did. not want to work as a U1£A because I was 
a progressive and wanted to stay a progressive. Only 12 men went down that 
day. The next day we all came back, and thqse 12 men did not go back into- 
the mine, "Ae stayed around the mine then for about 2 months until the 
Unitd States Vo rshall brought us an injunction, I heard about Elshoff trying 
to open the rune a few days after that, but did not go down to work because 
I was told that I would not be able to work unless I was a U1E7. 


how to vote, bothered mo, or threatened me in any way, I voted just as I 
wanted to, I think it was a fair election. 


try to go back to 'work because I did not want to work as a UI&Y. I got 
another job on the TPA. 


Falcetti told the men that he 'would recognise the Progressives as the 
union. I never hoard anything about it. 


I went back to where I had been working before. That part of te mine was 
in good condition. I know that there wore a few falls in the mine, I 
guess thero were a couple of bad ones, but they had not fixed thorn when I 


to join this UIA7 local, but I did not. 



"In September, I went back with the rest of the mon when they tried 


"A few days after that I voted at the election. l?o one told me 


"I heard that they tried to open the mine again, but I did not 


"In the fall cf 1939 they decided to reopen tho mine. I guess 


"I v.'cnt back to work on the first day that the mine was open. 


left. 
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"After t wo or three months or so they started hiring 
new men at the mine* I was not present but I heard 
that Faicetti was doing again the earn© things about 
hiring that he had done before, thit is f telling the men 
who come to ask for work that they r© not hiring, unloss they wore 
introduced by Joo Albanese or some of the other Ulf.T men, I did not see this. 
After that several tines I vas asked to join th e United l!ine 77 orkera. I was 
asked by Joe an e sn, and also by a man named He had never 

worked at the minj*T>ef ore the strike. Ee was timborroan, 

but he only worked a little bit oach day, and the rest of the time ho ran 
around the mine talking to men. He came to mo several times to ask me to 
join the I told him that I would not, because I was & Progressive and 

did not want to change. 



^con'cmuoa ) 


tt I knev in the mine. Ee never talked to me about 

joining the UMA. He had Trio job of air check man. He was supposed to go 
around and chock the r,ir* All the ti e I had been in the mine before thoro 
novor had bocn an air check man in the day time. One of the non checked the 
air at night. 


ti v* ^ v i 
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I stayed right in my same room all the time. I know, however, that when 
a room ran out, that Faicetti treated a CMA better in giving him a new place 
than he did to a Fir*. Faicetti did that quite a bit after the mine reopened, 
Joo Albanese seemed to run the place. He would be in the office, and it seou.< 
that whatever he said was done. That was done to a certain extant before the 
mine went out on strike in 1932. Faicetti always seemed to give Albanese 
the best consideration in everything, and the men that Albanese brought to 
the mine got the best places to work, and were treated best# 




"A couple of months b.fore the second election, I came to the 
mine one morning to go to work, just as usual. It -was cold, and dark* 
walking towards the wash shod with my bucket undor my arm and my hands in 
my pockets, who was a new man who had just been hired at 

the mine, vj a 1 Ee and knocked me do™ into tho snow with his 
shoulder •- Before I could got up he and 10 or 12 other men who were hanging 

The only one I recognized and 
some of the other men 

be^ 9 ~ - - 


around cane up and kickod mo and beat mo. The on 
knew by name was Cudg-XEaungardner , I recognized 

Vll't' f' Vi cT: ■* r Virt intf Vi/, ft # Vl ■? V* r ^ W ^ T ^ 1 ^ ft M+- Itm 4"' 


if 


r; 


JViA 4I4-4 VV* lAJJU 


4- A U + * ~J W A4i M r» 


4-V, i'vrn Vi^r 
i/iJViu w jr 




"I got a chance to get up and did, and got av^ay from thorn, and 
wont in and told Faicetti what had happened. Ke told me that he was sorry 
but did not do anything about it, I called my father up out of the mine that 
day, and quit. I never wont back to the mine at all. The company clerk nvrx 
mo to the company doctor. He checked on my back. The company sent me a 
letter tolling me that the company would not pay i ny expenses. So I had to 


193 




(. . O : 06454 





He: JOHR L. LOIS, ET AL 




go to another doctor. He told me that my back had been 
hurt pretty bad, and I had to take treatments for a 
month or so. 


fl I -was never disatisfied with the porkers » I did 

not want to join the Unit g d Mi ne ‘"orkers « 'C votod in the ole tion hold 
a couple of months after I quit. It was a fair election too. F~could not 
got a job after that for more than half a year# I would have liked to 
stay on at the mine, but I did n^t want to stay on and work under those 
conditions . 


"I have road the above statement on this page and five other page#. 
They are all true and accurate, and I am willing to go to court, if necessary, 
and repeat all or any part of it. 



(signed) 



(signad) 



signed) FBI" 
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INTjRVIBT 'YITH 




wna interviewed *t hi* heme, 
Springfield, Illinois, on th* 
evening of August 26, 1943 by Speoial Agente 

*nd Mr , 



vTEg been horn in| 

He ie a natural i ted Anerioan oitiren. He cannot reed or wri 

^he prese t 

rren^j^e^inte^ftgent 

ina aviauaj., Be is extremely difficult ~to understand* He is very 
definite in his opinions, and would be very diffionlt to cross up on 
cross examination. Because of his speech difficulties he would not 
maJce a good witness . He ga v e the folic King signed statement, whloh 
was read to him by 



"Springfield, Illinois 
August 26 , 1943* 

following statement 

thao^^ras S r a 1 Bureau of In- 

vestigation* No promises, threats, or consideration of any kind has 
been made to me to make this statement* I am willing if neoessary to 
go to court and repeat this statement because it is true and accurate* 

n I was working at Mine B several years before 1 932- I wa» a 
member of the United Mine i’<Trkefs because I could not work at that mine 
unless I was a member of the United Mine Workers* In 1932 there was 

some trouble and all the men at Mine B joined up with the Progressive Mine 

Workers* I joined up too at that time, and was vdlling and anxious to 
do so* I belonged to the Progressive Mine '/orkors all the time until I 
quit working at Mine B in 1941* I never haft" any ocmplaints against 
the Progressive Mine Workers* I was satisfied in every way with the 
treatment I got from them and the way they acted* They never trhreatened 
me with anything or asked me to do anything that I did not want to do* * ” 

"Then the mine went on strike in 1937 I was down I did not 

know about the strike until they told me that the strike was on* I o&me 
up to the top and they told me that the troulbe was about some contract* 
but I do not remember the details* After the stri e I come home and 
did not go book to the mine* I did not sign any petition* 

""Then the men were called to go back to v/ork in September of 
1937 I did not go back* I told the men that I would v/ait and see if they 
actually did stay there before I went back* 1 had a job with the ^JPA 
so I wanted to be sure that the mine was going to w ork before I want back* 
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I kept on working with WpA* I voted in the election 
in December 1937* No one told mo how to vote or made 
me do anything that 1 did not want to do* I voted 
just the way I felt at that election* 


"I only heard of the mine trying to go back once, between the 
time of the strike and the time that the mine actually stortod to work* 
'Then I went baok to work I did not soo any indioation of any big save in 
or fire* The mine was in good shapo when wo went baok to work* 


"After I wont book to work it was a year before anyone asked 
me to join the United Mine 'Yorkers* About the sumo time my elothog 
were stolen, and my tools wore takon# I talked to Elahoff, and F aloe tti 
about it but they did not do anything* I quit work the day that 
was bea ton, whioh was just a fow days before the next o loot ion a 
mine* 1 voted at the election, but I novor wont baok* I nevor joined 
the United Mine 'Yorkers but I had boon asked to do so many times* 



"I was always satisfied with the Progrossivo Mine Workers* I 
novor wuntod to join the United Mine Workers* Pone Of tTuT Progressive 
mine workors evor threatened mo or asked mo to do anything that X did 
not want to do* 
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as interviewed at his home, 
Springfield, Illinois, on the afti 
1943 , by Special Agents 




Be is presently employed 
s quite definite in 
what happened at the min© 


iavmg been &orr. 
as a miner at P anther 

his statement. Ke does not recall the 
and apparently was not too interested , mainly just wanting to work. He is 
an aggressive sort of individual and would not waver on cross-examination, 
lit requested one statement to be deleted from his signed statement because 
he did not want anyone to have the idea that anyone would think that any 
member of the Progressive 1, ino Workers would threaten or cause any violence 

Ur- R^ncilre; tr nn d Friuli fill. IS feftfi'.r +.r> imHor* £ t nrid ’wrml H mnlfn ft 

~ r b vu 4 JA 1 o*’ c — j v ~ w * - — — ■ — o- — 

in every particular except that ho docs not have much information of value. 
Upon interview he executed the following signed statoraont: 


"Springfield, Ohio 
August 26, 1943. 




make th e following statement to 

who have identified themselves 
to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation* No promises . 
threats, or consideration of any kind have been made to me to make this 
statement* It is true and accurate and I am willing to appear in court if 
necessary and make this stutment again. 


n I first was employed at the J/.ine jf two or three years before 
1932. h"hon I first was employed there I belonged to the United Mine Workers 
because I had to belong in order to work. In 1932 there was trouble and 
I r.-ent over to the Progressive jpin§_UorkGrs because that was what all the 
rest of the men at K^ine B did, I had not objection to the United Mine 
’orkers then, but I had no objection to joining tho Progressive Mine ’’orkers. 
Both Unions treated me alright, and I would belong to either one in order 
to work. I joined the Progressives because the majority of the men at 
Mi no B joined. There was no trouble at the mine with the Progressives so 
far as I Imov/. I was very satisfied with tho Progressive Union. They wero 
a fine bunch of men. I am still a member of tho Progressive Kino .Torkors, 
^"hen I was at Kino B I us<_d to go to the Union meetings of tho FLUJ regularly. 
For a while I rts door keeper at tho union meetings* Most of men when to 
all the meetings, I do not recall hov; many there were* but there we're quito 
a crovjd at many of tho mootings. There were so many at the me c t i ngFTTe c aua o 
the men were interested in what was going on. There was no disatisfaction 
with the way the Union was being run. 


"On the day the strike started I was working on the track below. 
I had not heard of any trouble, and was surprised when someone came down 
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continue 


and told me to quit working because there was a strike, 

I had not known anything about it* Some of the men told 
me what the strike was about afterwards, but 1 do not 
remember it very well, as to just what the reason was# 

I stayed around the mine for a week or so after that waiting to see if I 
could not go back to a/ork# The men would not go back and I would not do 
anything that the majority would not do* ’Thile I was there I signed a 
petition for the ^Yogrcsaivos, but I do not recall exactly what it was for* 


"In September I ‘.as called back to work, and took my bucket and 
rent out to the mine to go to 7Jork* TTicn I got there there was a big bunch 
of follows ther: all -. anting to go to woik. Oscar Falcotti told us all 
while I was there th*t wo would have to join the United Line TVorkors in 

Order tc go to work* I did not want to join the United Line Workers, The 

majority of th; follows wanted to work as Progressives and I r?as not going 
to go against the majority, I did not want to go against the majority 
because I aas satisfied v^ith the Progressives, and wanted to work with 
those fellows# "Alien wo could not work that day, I stayed thero on the 

company property for a few days off and on while the other men stayed* It 

was £ couple at months lut cr that we got an injunction to keep us off* We 
all left right av/ay* There was no trouble of any kind* 


vanted. It was a fair election* There was no fighting or threats or 
a nyt ng . None of the men from the Progressives threatened me, or told me 
hov. j to vote* The progressives did not tell me to come to vote, furnish me 
with a ride or anything. I went to the headquarters, and they told us where 
to vote. 


"I vvfcnt there and voted. Thero r r as no trouble* It was a fair 

election * 


"Soon after the election I got a job at the Panther Creek Mine* 

I never h^ard of any attempt to open the nlno^ except the timo I went to 
work and the ti e that they did reopen the mine in 1939* In 1939 I went 
to viork at Line B, but only worked one day because of the change in 
conditions in the mine and I thought I would be better off at the pa n the 
Crock Line* If there had been any oth^-r times that I could have gone to 
work at Line B I would have gone. I decided that I would bo better off 
because I was digging coal at the Panther Creek mino, and was getting too 
old to lay track any more- lly quitting had nothing to do with the Union 
s ituation. 
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Re: JOHN L, L^.’IS, ET AX 


NTERVISS MTH 



, coircmuea; 


i>7£> 

"I was alv;ays satisfied with the Progressive Mine Workers 
of America# They treated me fairly »' never eat ened iBB » 
or abused me in any way, I was never threatened or 
mistreated by anyone. 


"I have road the above statement on this and two other typewritten 
pages* Everything ou this statement is true and accurate. 


a mate — ^ , 

IHHiHHi (signed) 

n r« v 

(signed) FBI" 



1 OQ 


RE 




i JOHN L. LEWI.' 


* 


1LJ 


£ 

, CL 


U 06461 


’ INTERV: 


At 

interviewed 


The fc^ow^^investiration waaconductedbv Special 
Agents Springfield, 

1 1 1 i n o TS5^94l^ 



Springfield, Illinois, telephone 
c advised he has never been arresteHT 


Agents 


He appeared to bo more intelligent than the average miner and it 
was noted that ho fully understood questions when asked and he appeared to 
have a very excellent memory as he recalled many dates and specific instances# 
He speaks the English language but at tines he is difficult to understand# 

He &lsc appeared tc be well versed with the mine conditions and it is be- 
lieved he would make a good witness. He indicated a willingness to testify 
in the event it was necessary# 


cave Apents the following sirned statement which he signed 


cn the last page and initialed on the other pages: 


"Springfield, 111 • 
t gust 50, 1945 



givo the following signed statement tc| 

ho are known to me to be Spec. Agt s# of the 

No throats or promises have been made no* 


Idress is Springfield, 111 • .^Iwasborn 

I came toUT^TinjH^rand became a cit . In 
Springfield, I first joined a union in^jjHin Penn a# this was a TJ.M.W# union. 
I have never held a union office, I started working inli ne B _q s & coal dig- 
ger in 1936 , I am still working there # I joined the 
that tine I was working in the copper mine# 


Pro ffr^esi ttrI? \ n 1 Q%? 

~ ' "'U* 


"during the year and half prior to the strike I knew of no trouble 
at Mine "B". I know nothing of anyone trying to cause any trouble at that 
time. I was always satisfied with the F.M.A# and felt they were O.K# I at- 
tended P.iT.A. meetings about once a month, because I felt it would lcok bad 
if I didn 1 t# 

*1 hoard about the men being convicted of bombings but have no per- 
se mil knowledge of it. 

"I was satisfied that the P.M.A, officials were handling the union 

money O.K. 

"While we had a P.K.A# union and before the strike I flaw no trouble 
with U.ll.W. men bothering us. I did not know anything about any U.M.W. spies 
being in A.LI.W# and knew nothing about any body trying to swing A.Lf.W* miners 
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RE; JOHN L. LSTIS, £T A L 


INTERVIEW WITH 


L 




"to U ,M * vT * 


i 


9 A 



)ntinu 


fl I have no knowledge of Elshcff Giving any parties for 

U.M.W. officials. 


"X heard in April cf 1937 that Elehoff didn't want to sign a con- 
tract with the Progressives. I don't renember cf anyone trying to cause any 
disturbance or make us think that FUA couldn't got as good a contract as 

u.u.w. 


"I d^n't roneaber any ccrmotion at the nine ever wages, 

"I did net attend the meeting at which the spies were expoll ©d # 

but I knew there was to be a meeting* The next morning I heard talk at 
the nine that these nun had been expel led. I don't remember the next aern- 
ing what the argument was nbout_ 1 think maybe it was about wages. I r ember 
the miners being expellod fren the union and that the management wouldn r t 
expell them, the miners did n^t like this because it was a closed shop and 

they should have been expelled* I renamber tho cars being short loaded on 

May 12^ this was dene because the Company was not going to give back pay. 

I loaded one shrrt^we miners did this -urselvcs just because of back pay. 

^hen I went to work that day I did. not know there was going to be a strike* 

Ae I remember the strike was called both because of back pay k because they 
would not fine the expelled miners. 

*1 signed the P.M.A. petition in May of my own free will. We signed 
this petition on the rend outside the mine to show the~tJo. we were all Pro- 
gressives, 1 signed another petition for P.M.A, to show we were still all * 
Progressive^ I signed this of my own free will. I never signed any U.M.W* 
petition. 


"Nobody Dsked me tc join the U.M.YJ. local formed during the summer 
cf 1937, I heard that same miners wore visited at their hone to get then 
to sign, but no one bothered me. 

*In the summer of 193 7 I heard that Elshoff had signed a contract 
with the U.li.W. 

"I returned to tho mine to go to work ift Sept. 193 7. Some U.M.H* 
men went down, the Progressives wanted to gc down, FALCETTI told us that if 
we w^rtted to gc down v/e would have to join tho U.M.V/* D Oil IN IC PA SQUALE f - 
CFJ.SjOOHANOK, Aim BCHRELEVIOUS, "COTTON" ANANIAS, JOEJJ^AliSSE, FPANSL- 
AUS11S, TON TJS l flE0rTafi ZT T ToTi e vo JOHN ^IRTO UTT an d Og 0. * HiORY. JAC^SAT 
and JAJES HAbS-went down to work that day, T, "'^SH^told FALCETTI thu't if he 
wanted P.K.A* ^on they would go down but he wouldn't let then go down. I 
don't know whether or not not P. is. A, had had a meeting tc decide what to do. 


t 
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RE: JOHN L. LEtfIS, ET AL 

?c 

"^hat day we had a meeting and decided to go back the 
next day to picket the mine. W e stayed night and day 
after that. We stayed, there and watched the place arter 
that. We stayed there and watched the place after that. 

The men who had gone down the day before were in the office and the Sheriff 

coma cut and let them go hone* w e stayed about 65 days after this to watch 
the property, I was there every night. We were gaurding the property so that 
no one would hurt it and blone the P.LI.A. No P.M.A. nen were brought in free: 

outside to aid in this. I went cut of my own freo will to protect ny Job. 

"I was at the nine when the Marshall^ came 9t said we had to leave_ 
we all left without any trouble. 

"I did net go out when an attempt was made to open the mine in Dec. 
1937. I had heard it was to be opened. 

n I voted at the first N.L.R.B. voting for the Progressives because 
they were tho ones I wanted. I feel this was an honest election. 

“’••’hen they tried to open the nine in Jon. 1938 I heard that it was 
tc bo opened but did not go cut as I knew P.M.A, had an injunction at the 
time. 



"I never went back after this until I got & regiestered letter in 
Sept. 1939. I do not remember anything unusual between Jan. 1938 and Sept. 
1939. The nine was already opened whon I got ny letter. I had first learned 
the mine wns to be opened through the papers. I went out when I got ny letter 
FALCETTI put ny none on the li st and told me he would call when they were 
ready for ne. c one to ny house and told ny wifo to have ne 

cone cut the next day. <*hen A went back they gave 'me a good room, When 
we wont back nothing was said about the wage scale, we worked for what we 
could got after being off so long. No one asked no what union I belonged' 
to. Someone fren the U.M.W. saw ne in the nine and asked me to sign over, 
about 2 months aftor I went back to work. I don’t remember his name. Bo- 
fore I joined the U.M.W* three nen came to ny house to ask me to join the 
U.K.W.’ I told then to get out though they did not threaten ne. No one ever . 
put anything on ny coal to cause ne to get docked. The nen I mentioned cane 
tc ny hone in July 1940, they were ANDY SCKNELEVIOUS, young JACAWAY, and a 
big fellow mnoc^jEORGE. „ — 

"I signod no membership cards between the time I wont to work and 
the time I joined the U.MW, I don't remember anyone getting beat up or any 
trouble prior to tho second N.L.R.B. election. When the second N.L.R.B. 
election was held I already had joined the U.M.W, but did not pay any dues 
till after the election. " CUDGE * was the man I signed up for the U.M.W. 
with^ I did this because everybody was signing ever to U.M.W, We signed over 
because we felt if we didn't they wculd fine us the first chance they got. 
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RE t JOHN L. LE-YIS, ET AL 

^ ^ 7J7> \ 

When the second election was held I still voted P.MJi* , 
because I felt this was the best TJnion^ I still feel 
this way and wish they were back. I believe U.H.W. won 
the election bocause there were a let of U.M.V*. nen had 
boen hired at the nine, ifr-.ry ef these sen still work there. I feel how- 
ever that the election was fair and honest, 

w ’>‘*her I want back to the nine there were lots of falls in it* 1 
heard nc'thing of a big fire at the nine while it was closed. I don* t know 
GLASCOn and did net attend the meeting at which he was kicked out. 

"I havo had the above nine page statement read tc ns and it is 
all true and correct to the best of my knowlodgc and belief. I an therefor® 
signing the sane r.nd initialing each page thereof. 

A/ 

V.'ITNo&SEE j 





Agent. FBI (Milw.) 

" "St. Paul 


Springfield, 111 


Aug., 30, 1943 




: 06464 


Re: JOHN L. LETTS, ET AL 






said to him that she supposed rTow that they would hove to go back on 


potion. United States Department of Justice, and no promises or threats have 
been na^e against me. 


financial secretary with UJf. T at ^dne A in SpringficIT, As far as I 

know UUTT got along with the management at Mine B prior to 1932, and things 

v.ere alright . Back in 1932 I was neutral as it didn't matter to me if 

I had to join over with PIIA but I did not like the idea of taking a cut at 

that time. X did not help organise the PHa in 1932 but I went over as 

the majority 7;ent over. I don’t know of any trouble between P.MA or Elshoff 
or the management of Mine B. I don’t know cf any strikes or any trouble 
between 1932 and 1937 when the mine closed. ‘Taile vdth P?U we got ths 
union scale and tte contract was lived up to. I attended most of the 
PITA meetings between 1932 until the mine closed. '.The men themselves in 
PIIA voted upon all matters that came up and there were not a few who ran 
the show. I don’t knov. if those PTTA men who were sent to jail for the 
bombings a/ere guilty or innocent as I never paid much attention to that 
matter. As far as I know there never was any trouble over money affairs 
'■rilth PKA officials. To my knowledge no UJTTT nen bothered us at the mine B 
prior to the strike in 1937, and I never saw any literature from UMW then. 

I never was approached by anyone to swing over to ULT.7 prior to the strike. 

I never heard about any parties being given between Hine B officials and 
Ujf.T nen. I don’t know anything about the contract expiring in ’March, 1937 


relief as her husband might lose his job at Mine B for talking to agents. 
It is felt by agents that if he were called to testify he would probably 
be a reluctant witness. 


tr 



The following is the signed statement executed by 




Springfield, ill., 
August 29, 1943. 




■Band I am an 
lpffii|field, I" 11 - wfcei-e 
it ■ years. 

I years ago I was 





Re: JOHN L. LETTIS, £T AL 
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TER V IE .v TJTTH as that matter ms left to the officials of PMft. I 

don’t recall the nature of the trouble over the wages 
between March 1937 and the strike but it seems to me 
that we got back pay for it but I an not sure. None 
of us were complaining about our pay as that natter is left up to the Scale 
Committee and we abide by their wishes. I don’t recall of anyone telling 
us the P1IA could not get a contract and that we should go over to UHrT. 

An v wnfto hnoct inm t c T a ft +.n f. Vi an la rirvmmT + + 0 

“ J, V " o 


. £ 3 . 'inrl +Kn TM 4* r'nmrrti + + oa fivv^ 

Mr ikJX Ub>v^ LJVJkVJ VliW 4 ^ V VVlJ.LLXgVW tlUM 


the rank and file don’t know much about those matters. 


”1 did not attend any meeting the night before the strike and I 
don’t know if it was a regular or special meeting but I did hear something 
about a meeting to be held that night. 


"Ch the morning of the strike I did not bear a thing and did 
not know anything about a strike to be called over the w ge question. I 


rl *f H n r\+. Vrhrwr +. Vi ei + . Q r^i-i wnro h vrvollc 


► rl iVio rfV+ Vin ^ 

Ai UiiW l * -4. 4 W JL V A V t 


x j uw v nonw 


about my work and did not know about all things going on. About four of 
us were taking out iron in the old part of the mine and that afternoon 
word was sent into us to come on out but nothing was said then about a 
strike. After I got up on top I learned thru the gossip that there was 
a strike. This was the first I knew of it. I went right hone and never 
learned why the strike was called that day, and I don’t know who called the 
men out at all and don’t know if it was called by PIIA or by the management 
of Mine B. On that day while coning out of the mine I noticed several 


(*■ T» C? rvw >*+T \r T ra a 'Itri + K a 1 

V'.j lO j^JTLJ. U J-j J-IJ'JU VU III 1/14 


/-*v\ + K /■*■+■ 4 lO ■T +V1/O1 

’ HI uut> \-f \SV U JLi VI VUL? iuxuq » 


n I don’t recall if I signed a petition shortly after the mine 
closed or not but if I did I vould have signed for P>iA . I don’t believe 
I signed any petitions during the sunnier of 1937* In sumer of 1937 
I heard that U1E7 had formed a new local and got about 18 or 20 members but 
I never was approached in regard to it# Kothing unusual happened that 
I recall of during summer of 1937 v/hen mine closed* It w s rumored 
around that during the fall of 1937 the Ulf.7 was going to open the mine 

t!rt 'aKrtllt /.A Al* C Pi Pif 11 P C Vi I1T\ +- Vi *1 + •( n rv. 4 ^ w + ^ J 4- W-. -I 4- 4- U a 

:uvu V V v W 4 y ^ ^ 4 . ua SJ Lip UCXCIW rIJJU O bdl bOU vu u l/l it? 

nine, *"e were supposed to have the contract with the Mine B and we went 
out to protect our jobs. P? Li did not bring in any outside men to picket 
but they were all from local 54 • I recall of seeing about 12 or 15 UMff 
men in the office of the coal company that morning and they did not go down 
at all, and I don’t recall v/ho they were. 


one at Mine B ever asked me to join over to UM17 and I know 
Andr Jjlchrsloviaus, Dominic_Pa.sq.uale, Pete C arter^ Frank Austin, T ony 
Plot ehj^cotton _Ananias, John Sirtout, Gqcl and Emory Jacawa y, Charles 
Bohannon and Janes Jiale but none~o? them ever contacted ^nie and I never 
knevrThey were spies of UMW. 
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Re: JOTCJ L. IZuIS, ET aL 


^ 7 ^ 


"I went to Jfin&Jl-io picket to protect ay job and no 
one forced me to go there at all and I never heard of 
anyone being forced to go there. The strike w s very- 
quiet for those 2 months and there wasn't any fights 
there that I know of and we were just protecting the property. 



"Sarly thrt morning I was at the mine on that strike and the 
Ihrshall cntfte to me and took my name and then gave me a subpoena and then 
1 went home. None of us complained at all after the Bfar shall told us we 
would have to ret off the property and we all left peacably and there were 
no fights or anything like that. I was at the mine 2 bout one-half of the 
tine during the strike. 


"I Did not hear anything about the attempt to open the mine in 
Dec. of 1937, did not go to the mine at that time. 

"I Voted in the first NLRB election voting for the PI.IA. This 
election was by secrc ct ballot and so far as I know was held in an honest 
manner. I voted for P because that was the union organization at the. mine 
at that tine. I was alvnys v;e 11 satisfied with the way they ran things. 

"I did not hear anything -'bout the attempt to open the mine 
in Jan. 1933 and did not go to the nine a; that tine. 

"I recall nothing unusual during the period from Jan. 1938 and 
the tine the nine opened, during most of this tine I was on the T7PA 
and vrs not paying nuch attention to what was going on in connection with 
the mine. 


"".’hen the mine reopened in 1939 I re cl^ved a letter from the 
mine to come back and go to work, reported for work understanding at the 
time that I was to be paid the regular Illinois wage rate. I went back 
to work that same morning working as always as a Company,, man. ;7hen I 
went back to work ha one asked - men grhether I belonged to the Progressive 
or the UIT.7 and so far as I know no one else w;s asked. I still have in 
my possession the letter racic-ved telling me to go back to work and. of 
the stipulation between the L'ine H 3" Coal Co. and the Union, which provided' 
for our return to work. " — 

"About 4 or 6 months after my return to work I joined the Ui!Y, 

I joined this Union at that tine because I felt this was the way the majroity 
vns goin' • No one threatened me and I dont know of anyone who was threatened 
or beaten_ I did hoar-gossip around the mine about some men having been. 

I did not at that time care 'which Union I belonged to. I he-*rd not state- 
ments on the part of the management as to which Union they wanted the men 
in the nine to belong to. I never saw any person favored by the manage- 
ment because of the Union to which they belonged^ I w s treated the 
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Re: 


JOHN L. LEWIS, 


ET AL 


) : 

Lr' ' ' 


b'tb 



sane way while belonging to one Union as while I belonged 
to the other. I have no recollection of having signed any 
membership cards during 1940 for either the PUA or UMW. 


n I know nothing about how the Company got the money to keep the 
mine up while the men were on strike^ I dont believe it took a great deal 
to do thiSjL so far as I know they only had one clerk and a watchman out 
there. 


n I voted UMff in the second 7ILRB election, so far as I know this - 
was an honest election. 


11 When we went back to r/ork the mine was in pretty bad shape, I 
dont know how much it cost to start it back in operation, but I imagine right 
much. Boxes 2 and 9 have never been cleaned up and put back in operation. 


"I have read the foregoing statement consisting of 2 pages^ to 
the best of my knowledge and recollection it is all the truth. I am there- 
f ore_ signing this statement and initaling each page thereof. 


Signed 



Witnessed 

apr 



Spec. Agt . FBI 
St . Paul 



Spec. Agt. 
MI L.7 . 


Springfield, 111. Aug. 29, 1943" 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


% 


■hi 

* 

-a 


^7c A 2Z) 


IJjTSRVIEi? WIT H _The following inyesti^^Mo^jg^conducted by Special Agents 

[ and^Jjjj^J^^^it Springfield, 111- 
ids on August 27, 1943# 




In the rear of the hone lives 

H^L who £.iid his first name is net was note^rKot he coull 

speak the English language in an understandable manner g»ryj he adv l sed he could 
nc^readiteither^ij^y^nmjras a friend named no relation^ 

who wrisjus^vliitii^ for the day. 
s mZ ™ ^epmjwa acted as an interpreter, it w kb 
deter mined tha been working at Mine w 3 * continuously since 
j with the exceptlonofthe time when the mine wa g ou toi^s t ri ke . It was 
Learned that at the time of the strike in Kay 193 7, was a mmber 

of Tilix and he said he had no choice as to which union Theyftad at Mine "B* 
as he felt that one w as just as good as another. He stated that during the 
period in question he took no interest in the union affairs as in 1937 s at 



f his time and he on 




e "stated "tm 
no attention to union natters. 
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Re j JOHJ L. LEWIS, ET *L. 


i 


/V> 



by Specia l Agents 
stated he 


was inte rviewed at hie hone, 

Springfield, Illinois, 


fanc^^gl^mmpbn August 29, 1943. 

>os not have a crin^ia^record^^He would make an 
^satisfactory witness as he has a difficult time speaking and understand- 
ing English, 


The following signed statement was obtained from 


"Springfield, HI, 
.august 29, 1943 



111 . . m ake the toi ler. ring voluntary statement 
and %f r ^ j^MB T?ho ^ know to be Special agents '"ol 
Bureauofinvestigation, no force, threats or pr o mi s 6 s ha.YG 
. made in obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say 
may be used in a court of law. 


"I was born i 





I va$ nat nr - L z 

"old. 111. , 

r *mmm£ 



emraigratod to the U. S, 
c itizen of the U. S. in 


s f wViS r*V> 

i 4-V V 14 


n T was just employed as a minor in Til. in 
time I became a member of UH/ T I w as employed in several different 

' when I stopped raining 


il 1 



"I have never been an officer in any union, nor have I taken 
an active part in any uiion. 

"I was employed by th4i^jgi^^HB Mine, HI., in 

19 32 at which time I discontinued ray membership in ULffsand became 
a member of PMA. The reason I changed from UM*7 to PMh. was because 
I heard some representatives of John L Lewis stole some votes cast 
in Springfield, ni in 1932 concerning the wage scale at mines. 

"I did not take an active part in the formation of PJ&. 


"I was employed by Mine f 3 f as a miner in about 1934, there- 
fore I am unable to make a statement as to what occured at Mine *B f 

nri rh-r f.ViAf. ma *” Maa ’ 
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Ret JOiN L. LFWIC, BT AL, j / 1 

t' J , ' ' 

"From about 1934 to November 7, 1936 the 
management of Mine >B* seemed to have been on 
good relations with PMA. No one attempted to make me 

dissatisfied with FLA during that period cf timo. 

"I liked Hii and thought it was an honest union, there were no 
unnusually high special assessments up until Nov, 7, 1936. I took no in- 
terest in the boobing cases and can furnish no information concerning 
the cases. 



"During the time I ins employed at l(ine *B* BUT did not set up a 
picket line nor did U!i7 distribute any literature. Trom 1934 to Nov. 7, 

1936 no one contacted ne concerning changing from P1& to UJS7 and I had no know- 
ledge of an intended chance of Mine *3* from Pltl to UW. 


"I did not see any of the management of Lfine 'B 1 with any 
officials of UU* during the time I was employed at the mine. 



*1 have had the three pages of this statement read to me which 
statement is true and correct to the best of ny knowledge. 



"Witnessed: - 


/S/ 



Special Agent F.B.I. 



Special Agent, F.B.I." 
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Re: JOHN L. UTuIS, JE£ iL 


interview 


eu 




^ ?£) 



and is presently employee 
English* He speak? English poorly. 


appears to be rather intelligent, however* 


interviewed at his residence, 
pringfield. Illinois, on the after noon 
1943, by Special^^ents 
born in 

;as been Tn* tTr^minea an ol 
He is unable to read or write 
and uncor stands English poorly* He 



[express 

riewing 


A signed statement was not obtained due tej 
desire* He advised that he did not know that ho understood ihxei 
Agent^correctly * He stated that he had been at Mine B since ___ 

Ho belonged to the United Mine borkers when the contract woT" wit 
trws u!Tv» and with the Progressive Mine porke rs when the contract was with the 
PMA. He had no interest in thermion and did not attend the meetings* He 
was unable to recall the day of the strike, and the events that occurred that 
day* He did recall that he had been on the picket line at the mine. He 


voted at the election in Itecenber, 1937, and voted in the manner that he 
v;&nted without any threats or compulsion of any kind* Hq was satisfied with 
the FL r .i prior to the strike and did not ioin the UH7 at Mine B until after 

«- v 

the second election and he was forced to join in order to continue at Vine 
B. He had no further information pertinent to this investigation* 


7JT5 snfW-*rrwgft 
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REt JOHN L. LE TS, ET AL , 

; .... * 





of th'S “English language, a fair ability to ex toss hipscLf, a fair appear- 


ance and an intelligence above average of miners. Ke gave information set 
forth the following signed statement* 


No promises, threats, or consideration of any kind has been made to me to 
make this statement. I am willing, if necessary, to go to court and repeat 
any part of this statement. 


the Progressive Mine ’porkers of Araerica from the United Mine T7o Skers. At 
that time I was not ^particularly anxious to join the PI 17 of A but I was work 
in . 4 at the mine and the PM," of A had the contr ct, so I had to stay in the 
PIT 7 in order to- r:ee p my job. In 1937 when the strike was called, however, 

I was satisfied with the Progressive Mine Workers of America, and local # 54 . 
If I had a chance to hav_- changed unions at the time of the strike, I would 
not hav changed unions. 


nevvr an officer of the local. I did not attend meetings regularly. Tfhen 
the strike was called in «iay 1937 , I was down bc-lov working on recovering 
some track. I had not heard that there vras going to be a strike. There 
had not -b .cu any discussion about wages or a disagreement , and so I was 
conpletol; surprised when I was called out. When I got out of the mine I 
asked a little aoout it, and went home. I do not recall what they told me 
that the strike was called for. I was satisfied with the way things were 
going at that tine. I ’.pent on hone, and I do not think that I v „nt out to 
the nine again after that. I v;as not interested in the quarrels out there, 
and did not want to go on a picket line. In the fall of 1937 when they at- 
tempted to ojien the mine, I was out in the country and did not hear aoout it 
until a few days later. I did not go out and sit on the picket line or stay 
on th , company .ro^rty. I heard about the formation of a UI"" local, but 
no one asked me to join it, and I did not take much interest in it. 


"Springfield, 111. 
August 31, 1943. 



H, who havo identified them- 
eral Bureau of Investigation. 


I make the following statement 


"I started working at Kine a in 



’.Then the local went over to 


"I t?( s not particularly interest -d in the unions affairs. I was 
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INT^HVIS.. AIT: 
(continued) 




.ri * 


^70 


"I voted in an election held in the fall of 
1937 about the union for Mine B. As far 
as I know that was a fair election. No 
one tried to influence ny vote, or tell me what to do, I voted at that el- 
ection exactly as I wanted to. vote. 


,! I did not hear of a iy other attempts to open the mine. 

"In 1939 when the- mine was actually opened, I did >jo back to work 
at my old job, of "Korkin,, on emergency natters, etc,, for the company. X 
traveled over most of the .inc, There had been some bi - falls in the mine. 
Box 1 and 2 and box 9 had fils, and tney have not been cleaned up vet. Box 
5 had a fall, and it was finally cleaned up and opened. I do not know how 
bi " a fall it was because I did not help clean it up, but I did put in track 
afterwards. 

"I knew HpEH^^Kf tor the udne reopened. He was supposed to 
be a first aid nan , oraT^ffck man or something like that. I never saw him 
do any work. My p'.rtner and X are supposed to keep track of air and first 
aid in the day time, a-** we kept on doing things dust as ue had before. 

There never had t,ec * 5 ^ snec^^nan for that before the strike started, arkl 
after thr- strike no one else was hired to do that kind 

was o around and talk to the' men. i fe 

in. there. They spent a lot of timeTn man and I 
thou ill t that they must be organizing. The* only favoritism that I sav; of the 
company, in helping one union over the other was that the compary seemed to' 
favor these men, and let them spend tine in the mine to help organize for the 
United Mine "orkc-rs. I did not sac anyone beaten, or threatened in any way, 
although I heard that was bain, done. 


t 

A 


"Cudge Baumgardner, and Jirny Hale asked -e if I was oing to join 

the United i3.no “orkers. I told then that I would, but I ut if off for 

quite a while bw cause the ucn v,-o I rode with were pretty much sot a^inst 
- joini n g the 1)117. and X did not want to be the onl one in the car. Finally, 
• Wttk askod ne T; ^ en ^ vas going to- si in up, and I- signed up with 
Kim. ’'ifio^ra^^retty late in the organizing out there, but was shortly 
oof ore- the s cond election. I joined up with the UMT because I could see 

tist the .ine was going to be U?£. and I would ha. t to join up to keep c y 

job. It looked to ne like the nen were all switching, so I did too. I 
would just as soon have stayed in the lro Lj ressivc Mine Workers, but it did 
not make too much difference to me which Union I belonged to. If thin&s had 
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INTERVIEW '.(IT:.' been different out there, I would have pre- 

( continued) f erred to stay in the FLIT. No one in the 

FtZ 7 ever asked me to do anytlng that I did 
not want to do. I liked that union. 


"I have read the above statement on this pa L ,c and tv© other pages A . 
It is all t ,’ue and accurate," 



Special Agents FBI" 
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<c 
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»*■ -’CftJH L. IJEfiS, ET i<X« 


£ 


INTEESiflLJJTH 

wmmmm 



b'lX) 


•*od at his residence. 



i . 


‘UiUift 



s intervi* 

SDrinfff ic lrf 

“ * D J 

8^1943 by Special ^ 
bore 

sod citizcnT Eo h^s boon" 

He is presently cnployod at Panthor Crock Mine $4* 
[would not nalio a good witneesy He hatT'gbod T*cnftSn<r oF"tliG 
ih language, but he is unable to give a coherent description 
events* Ho havo information sot furth in tho following signod 
6 to tenant i 


of 


"Springfield, 111* 
ivUgust 38, 1943* 

name is following statement to 

o~h<r to bocpcc ial ^ g c nTso^ho Federal Buroau of 
Investigation* No premises, throats; or consideration of any kind 
has been nado to no to nuke this tuteonont* I on willing to go to court, 
if neocssurv* and renout anv Dart cf this statnent. 



"I werkod at Mine B fren soon after tho last war until about 
1941* I was a nonbor of the Uni tod Mine Workers before 1952 and 
joined tho Progressive Mine ^f-rkox* 4>f U jporion* I was a member of 
that Unlo all the time that I stayed at Mine B, and I an still a nonbor 
of the Progressive Mine "J^rkors* 1 have always liked tho Progressives, 
the looal and the IntornutibneT^ I never vuntod to obongo to tho 
IMited Mine Workers * Most of tho non at Iiine B wore satisfied with the 
pyri of 4 * 


"I vo tod in tho e loot ion at tho nino in 1957* No ono told no 
hew to vote or nadc no do anything that I did not want to do* It was 
a fair election, and I voted exactly as I wanted to vote* 



tho nine rooponod. I went ha^k tc work* 

\ __ - 

== T rtrtnlrl Wl 

__ ' ^ * i w i hhijwiimiiIiwi** , ~ **-•* \ 

argued about it, but I did not want to w^rk there any noro under tho 
United Miho ’XrkerB^ and so I did n ot arguo about it* \/hon I wont 
baok after qy pay ^H| and another nan I dc not know boat 

ne up and kicked qy f'TDs ini' '“^novor got ny pay* 



"I have read tho above statement on this pago and cnc other page* 
It is all true and aoourato* 


if'atMSS. 
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— i .1 LJ. 

n jp uui v ivnyy a l ;ud rooiuouuoi 



Springfield, Illinois, on the eve nl i 
"27, 1 94:3 by Special Aj 
l ^ 0 * 8 born in 

and was naturaTiteryca^ga g^^nrou gh his father!” 
err Toyed as a miner at J'ine w B n * ^^j^SB ^B^^Bstated that he could not 
read well* He,. hov/c Tr :r ^un^Ffetanas^En^^^^^eli r and speaks English veil, 
Ho is a little slow and his montolity may be somewhat dulled* He is very 
definite in the things that he does remember and would be stubborn enough 


the witness stand, 
the average miner. 


/’rt ^ 1 

1 ux; J.J ^ JVU 


a. | unuc UU 

It is believed that he rould make as good a witness as 
Upon interview he executed the following signed statement: 


"Springfield , 111* 
August 27, 1943* 



I make the following statement 
who have identified themselves 


V 1"%V* r^Tn mr 

XI U W/1UX 0k 


threats, or sonsideration of any kind has boon made to me to make this state- 
ment.- It is true and accurate, and I am willing, if necessary, to go to 
court and repeat any part of this statement* 


"I have been working in ri ngs A and E since 
A over into B, and have stayed a£ IT ever since* I 


um 

io i nod t 

mm 

ssivc 


I worked from 
the United J^ine 

.hrkers, and was a committee man on this union in In 1932 I went over 

with the rest of the men at Vino B into the Progress^rc Kino 7/orkers of 
ivirvo r i ccx * I was not involved in organising the Progressive Eine ITorkers, but 
I was glad to go ov^r into the now union. After that things went better* 
Things were better after that* I never was an officer of the Progressive 
A‘ino Yorkers, but I attended meetings about once a month* About 50 to 100 
men attended meetings regularly. On special mootings a lot more men came to 
the meetings* 


"I do n~>t recall any trouble with the unions with Elshoff* I guess 
he got along alright with both tho UMTT and the Fl£7. 

n I was always satisfied with the Progressive Vine Aork er s . I liked 
the union. - I had no complaints about the w£y^TU~v/as being run, ""nor about 
the assessments, check offs or anything else* I think most of the men at 
the mine likod the F1E7 of A except about 12 nen %vho wanted to change the 
mine over to tho United L:ine IVorkors* 

*1 recall that before the strike in K r ay 1937 there had been some 
slow ups. I do not know v/hat they were caused by, unless it was that there 
was not enough orders for tho coal. There was no disatisfaction among the 
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nos about the wages then. I attended the meeting 
of the union held tho night bofore the strike. 

It was a special meeting. I do not recall exactly 
how many men were at that meeting, I do not 
remember exactly what it was that they decided that night. There was some 
talk about having some men fired from tho company, and some talk about short 

cars. I know I went to work the next day, and did not know that there was 

g'ing to bo a strike. There viera short cars coming up that day, because tho 

men would not leave a car in the room long enough to let it got filled up, 

I did not cone up until about quitting tine, end then learned that a strike 
had been called. I was told what tho strike was for, but I do not remember 
exactly what they told nc. I wont home that night, and came back to tho mine 
for a couple of days after that but did not work. I do not remember whether 
I signed any papers for cither union at that time or not. 


"I could not get any other job, and stayed at home. I remember 
when they had some trouT.bke at the mine in September. I do not recall 
exactly what happened ' or what it v.-as supposed to be about, but I know I 
v.’ent out to the mine. I did not expect to work that day, and there was 
something said about going down if those 12 men who had been wanting the United 
’!inc ..orkors went to work. These- men had never talked to me. I do not know 
what they said. Someone else told me that they wanted the United Kino TVorkers . 
I did not want to, and wanted to stay in the Progressive kine TTorkerfl, 

"After that day vjg had a picket line and stayed out there by the 
mine until the marhshall came out with an injunction and told us to leave 
the property. 1 stayed'out thoro part of the time. A little after the 
injunction there was an election. I voted in that election, and votod exactly 
as I wanted to. Ho one told me how to vote, or threatnend me in any way. 

No one told ms how to vote, I voted exactly as I wanted to vote. 


"Until the time that tho mine reopened I did not have any work. I 
did not know of any time that they started to open the mine. If they had 
tried to open the mine I would have heard of it, and would have gone back 
to work, but I never hoard of it at all. 


t.Yhen I went back to work, which was the first day that the mino 
•was oponed, I did not sec any evidence of any big fire. Thcro had boen. 
some cave ins. Some of them ’were pretty bad, and they have not opened thorn 
up even yet. There were some that took two or throe weeks to clean up. 

""ben I went back to work at ^ ino E , I still belonged to tho 
Progressiv e- Hine . barkers . Thcr^ were somcTlnon working in the mine who did 
not do anything but £p around and talk to the men about joining the United 
kino \orkcrs. onc these Ho never talked to me. 

Ho did not sec-m to ... any work. He ju3t talked to the men. They called him 
an air check man. In all the years that I was at the mine, he vas tho first 
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A" 

eiir check man they ever had. Before tha t the 
man did that at night. After left 

tho mine, about the time of th^secon^^Loction, 
they did not have any air check man. Ee was the 
only air chock man "wc ever had at J-fine B. I do not know if there wero any 
other men there. 



b 1 D 


fT ITo one ever threatened me, beat no, stole my tools, put dirt on 
cars, or took the tags off of e xy cars, but I hoard that that was being 
done. I know some of the men got beaten. 



United Vine Itorkcrs. 


^and some other fellows thero askod mo to join the 
[d them that I would not, and that I would wait 
until the very last chance before I would change to tho United Vine Workers • 

I did not join tho United Vino vjorkers until after the second election, and 
they told us then that wc had until the 16th to join or wc would have to 
pay £25 to get into the United Vine Workers. I do not remember who it ms 
who told me that. I waited until the last day and than joined the United 
Vine ' orkers. I joined the UltT because I had to in order to 7;ork in the mine. 
I did not want to join. I voted in the second election, exactly as I wanted 
to. Y.o one threatened me or told me how to vote. Both of the elections were 
fair and honest elections as far as I know. 


"I did not want to join the United Vine Torkcrs. I would go back to 
the Progressives now if I could, because working conditions were better then 
than they are now under the UM7, I had no choice but to join the U1GT, or 
lose my homo, so I joined the UK7 and am a member now. 1 go to tho meetings 
about once a month. 


read to me by 5 


"The at— c statement on this page and three other pages have been 


m 



It is all true and accurate. 


[signed) 
(signed) 





(signed), 
(signed) FBI. 
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jorrmvinT with 


o ( 


S' 


Ulx> 



ix near 
for what 

language 


was inter viewed at his residence, 
Springfield, Illinois, 
u st 36 i 1945 bv Spooial agents 
_ ^ a born at 

is preaonxl^ompToyod at Mine ^ 
ould make an exoollent witness 
good ccnrAnd of the English 


information ho does 

can express hinself cloarlyj nakoa a good appearance, and 
appears to be quit intelligent* He gave information sot forth in the 
following signed statement i 


r Springf iold, 111 * 
august 26, 1943. 



fl Uy narao i $ lygiyWp^^^^HHIU^^nakotho following Btatoncnt 

Special Agonts of tho Pcdoral Bureau of Invest! - 
t i on w N o p r cyn i e e s ^ threats or consideration of any kind have boon znad« 
to me to make this statonont# It is true and accurate and I an willing 
to appear in court to repeat any part of this statement if nooossary# 

"I have be on in the ninoe all of ay life. Prior to 1932 I was 
a member of the United Mine Workers, but in 1932 I joinod up with the 
Progressive Mine \7orfr9 r s gt I was unable to got baok into 

tfi& **4ne~^hCX 1 had boen working at because I was a F?fl7 of A nonbor# 

I did not get a job at Mine B until about 1934* I worked at Mine B 
until the tine of the strife in 1937* I was a neribor of the uni on^ but 
did not go to the mootings too often# 


"I did not knew much about what was going on at the nine# I 
was not particularly interested in the union natters# I was satisfied 
with the way that the Progressiva union was being oporntod, and did not 
want to change unions# I did not particularly oaro, but I would not 
havo clanged as long as the majority wore HUT of A, nt that tine it 
seemed tc no that almost all of tho non were satisfied with the Pro-* 
press ivo Uni <*i . 


"I had heard that thoro was talk about being a striko, but 
I had not boon at any of the mootings just before tho strlko, and when 
it was oallod I was surprised, and did not know anything about it# On 
the day that tho nine wont out on striko, sono of tho non wero loading 
short oars of coal# I hoard afterwards that they wore objecting to 
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working with sane men In the mine who wanted 
the United Mine Workers# I did not particularly 
- — i o on tirrasn ) oaro * 

"IThen the mine want out on strike, I did not oomo back I got 
a job with the# city almost right away and atayod with tho city during 
almost a] 1 tho tino th t the nine was an strike^ I did not go out 
and picket, but I didTvisit scnc of tho non who were out at tho nine 
on the top whon they wore occupying tho nlno property* 

”1 votod in the olooti on of the unions in Deoonbor 1957* 

No one told mo how to voto, or threatened ne in any way* I votod 
oxaotly as I wanted to vote at that tin© * I voted for tho Progressive 
Mine Yforkere of America at that tino booauso I proforrod that Union 
at that time# 

"I did not go to Mino A until about Pooonbor 1941* At that 
tine Mino A was a UkfllT nnno, and I joined the UHf booauso that union was 
at the minoo I had noa votod at any other . e loot ion at Hino B bcoauso 
I was not w rking thore* 

”1 an now a comber of tho Onitod Hino TTorkors because I now prefer 
this union* Ho one oonnootod with P !5J over threatnonod no, or bothorod 
ne in any way* 

n l have r ad the above statonont on this page and one othow* 

It is all true an9f accurate* 



- 220 - 


■'*T- 


<c 


cO 


-064 Si 


REt JOHN L • LEWIS # ■ ET ivL « 


A ^ 

bnb 



rvlewed at hifl residence at _ 
Springfield, Illinois, on the 
.ugust 28. 1 943 by S poo la I Agents 

s born at 

s been in tho coal m i nes a ll 
7‘Ot oansidoroc^^^^ 

i'vicwirg agents as a gooa witness duo to hie "rook voice, and apparent 
disinterest in what orou_Tod at tho nine* Upon being interviewed he 
exooutod tho following signed statemonts 




1 I make the 




who have idontifiod 

re "Special Agents or une Federal Bureau of Invosti- 


'Springficld, 111 
August 28, 1945 

nam e is 1 

xnd 

70 QO tO 

gation* Ko premises, throats, or oansidoration of any ltd nd has boon 
mud© to or given to ne to nako this statenont* It is truo and aoouratc* 

I an willing if nooossary to ropoat this statenont in oaurt* 

"I havo worked at Mino B for nany yoars • Ido not rooall whon 
I first started thero, but I was working there as a United Mine ITorkor 
whon tho Progressive Mine ITcrkors woro organitod* I joinod the 
Progressive MERtr-^erk^rg th o nv — I never was an offioor of any uuian*' 
and did not attend tho nootings of tho union very ofton* I was al- 
ways satisfied with tho way tho Progressive Mino Ucrkers wero being 
run# I novor wanted tc ohango to any othor Union* 

"I last wurkod at Mino B on May 12, 1937* I do not rooall 
what it was that oausod tho striko* I wo-b not intorostod in what was going 
on, and did not pay nuoh attention to anyono* I just worked* I .did 
not hear nuoh about it* I do not rooall over signing any petitions 
for any union after tho striko* I was out at tho nine an tho piokot 
line f^r a whilo in tho fall of 1937* I voted in tho election hold down 
t wn about whioh Union I wantod at tho nino* This was a fair olootion* 

Ko one told mo how to vote* I voted exnotly as I wanted to at that 
olootion* I never went book to w.rk at Mine B when the mino was 
roeponod* 

*1 have read tho ab^vo statenont on this apago * It is all 
truo and aoourato* 
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I was interviewed 



cial Agonts 
on Au gust 27, 
Spring- 
erview. 



a go 


his memory is failing him and tha^hs 
incidents oi years ago only with much time and effort. gggH 

.exhibited a fear of "union ruffians*, 
it is believed that he would not make 
he has never been arrested. 

The following is a signed statement taken from 

"Springfield, 111. 
August 27, 1943. 


'■I 

voluntarily to 



■ipic fc lie following sta tement freely and 
and who have identified 

themselves to me as Special Agents o^Sn^^^aera^^ffeau of Investigation. 
No threats or promises have been made to me to obtain this statement. 


"At pres ent I am res id in 
^^m^^workjmg 1 

on 




~st joined a unior^rhen I was working as a miner in the 
HI., about This was the United Mine Workers 

union. I stayed "in th is un ion until I changed to the Progressive Mine 
Workers of America in I never was an officer of any union. 


"I started to work at Mine B in From the time I started 

to work there until May 1937 there was no trouble at Mine B between the 
management and the miners to the best of rny knowledge. I don't recall any 
efforts of the management to discredit the leadership of the P.M.A. 


"As a member of the P.M.A. I attended the union meetings. I 
don't know of any member of the union feeling that the P.M.A. was run by 
racketeers. I do know that many miners felt that the P.M.A. was more 
considerate of its members that was the U.M.’tV. 

"Prior to the strike which started in May 1937, I don't recall 
any pickets by U.M.W. , or any propaganda being distributed by U.M.W. 
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I was working at Mino B on Hay 12, 1937, but I doai f t 
know what the true reasons for the strike were* 

•After the strike was a few weeks old, I recall that 
I sign*:? a F.M *A* petition. At this time I wfts in favor of the P*M*A« 
union* 


t:ui*j ^ai?r* l don*x 
another petition which I had been led to believe was a petition of the 
P.h.A,, but it really was a petition of the U .li.W. At that time 1 was 
living at 2029 N* 11th St t , Springfield. Ill*, One day two n»n, whose 
names I think are Tony Plotoh and Joe Alu anis e came to By house* In 
the presence of iqy wlTel they asked me if ~iTw anted to work at Kina B# 
They said that I could not get work there unless I signed the petition 
which they had, and wh.*ch they said they were taking from house to 
house for all miners to sign* They said they wanted me to sign the 


• n -4“ Wo rr T m rt #»r\n1 4 w a rv**s a w 

[/“pu* «? V/ U14U IT UUQ t O VU1 


« o aw v Vi n a Vi ^ Is r 
i. UQ niiAVU WlOJf 


A t>l/rt4 ttlA A- « a 4 M*t 
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had the work •progressi’T? 0 at the top of the page* The paper was one of 
a tablet. They talked me into signing th a paper, and I did sign the 
paper not knowing that these Lzb n W'-r? really in favor of U.K.K*, and not 
in favor of P.M*A* ^ Jkfter I had signer! the paper and they left the house 
I learned from Jo^Tluinbo (PH), who is now dead, that these men wore 
trying to break up the F.M.A* and were for U*M*W. 


•in the fall of 1939 I recall that I signed another petition 
at the office of the F*M-A. At the mine I learned that I had been 
tricked into signing a petition for U.M*TT* I did not like this because 
at this time I really favored the F.h.A* 



•E'hen 1 was living at'f r> ^ ^ m ^^3^J ^>ringfleld3g 111*, 

I recall that Tony Plotoh and Joe Albaneee came to it jy house again* 

They again told me that I would have to sign their paper to get work at 
Kine B* They told me that if I signed with them my son could also get 
a job at Mine B* At the end of the week they again returned to my 
house, at which time I signed my name to a paper which looked like a 
receipt* I knew that this was a membership receipt of the 
but I really did not want to sign it* The reason I did not want to 
sign the U.LYff* vas because I v:as in favor of the Progressive Mine 
Workers of America. I felt that I. had to sign with the U.K.W. in 


vi uoi uv w o. JW a. u Min u , niuuii j vv a nooucu vtj-ijr 3BUO w *. 


had been on public relief. I had no choice in the matter* 
had to sign with the U.IVJ* or go without work# 


I either 


*1 don r t recall the exact time or place, but I do remember 
hearing that some of the money which was received by the U.M # W* from the 
fines imposed on members for *dirty coal* was being used to pay trouble 
makers at Mino B. 
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“In the fall of 1937 I recall that I ploketted Mine B 
for about SO days. The purpose of this picket was 
to keep U.M.W. men out of the mine. 


“In December 1977 I voted in the ele3tion at the Etate armory 
which Section was spc sorci by the National Labor Relatione BoarS. I 
went co tbij election voluntarily. I don T t recall how I rooeived notio© 
cf the election vlb-xiy told m3 hoiv to '< voted for the Progres- 

sive (P C9CCLH3 like d tie Progrop^i^os better than the United 
Mine Workers. I felt that the P*XI*A. wap more considerate of its 
members than the U.MJ7- 


u 7Thon I rot'nmJ to work at Mir:, F in 1939, I recall that some 
parts of the mine were good shape, and oche.rz: were in bad shape. 

I do not recall any 1 iica at the mine after I returned. 


“After 1 returned to Mine 3 in i?39, there was some trouble 


Ary-r T 'cir« f ‘1 fl AC C C ~ ^ I 4 ^ 

J- .1 lAiCU yc'tuw A Ui D^7JJ.U. u^l 


dirty coal. For several weeks after this I received fines almost as 
large as this for- dirty coal I feci that someone was dirtying my 
coal bocouso I have always been e careful worker, and never before 
had been fined such largo amounts, nu^er over one dollar. This 
trouble at the mine was in contrast to the quiet working conditions 
that had prevailed at the mine prior to t.hc strike In 1937. There was 
no trouble that I recall prior to 1937. 




If I had v ot e cTTtHFbi s 'Cime, 1 would have vofed for the” 

I line Workers because I was afraid to vote for the P.M.A. I was afraid 
of losing ny job. I also was afraid that I would be given a poor roan 
in which to work. Prior to February I had been given good rooms, and 
the track was always laid close to the wall. However, just before I 
got eick,' I was given a bad room in whioh to work, and on several 
occasions the track was not laid close to the wall. Because of these 
conditions I feel that I would have been compelled to voto for U.M.W* 
in the hope that the conditions would be changed for my benefit. 



“Even aftor I was a member of U.M.W. f I continued to get bad 
rooms in whioh to work. I don f t know why these rooms were given to 
mo. 


“This statement consisting of this and three other pages 
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Re i JOHN L. LSIfIS, ET AL 
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hag been road to me, 

I state that it is true to the beat of 
my knowledge and recollection. I have read thie 
gtatement algo* 


JTitne 




Special 
Springfield, 111*" 



a gigned etatement token frctci 



tt Sp>ringfielf, 111. 
August 27, 1943. 


■I, 

and. voluntarily t 



make the followir 

-5 



statem ent freely 
who have 

identified themselves to me as" Spec s^of^TS ked&r&l Bureau 
of Investigation* No threats or promises have been made to me to 
obtain this statement, 

:e time la te in 1939 I hea rdmE ■ jjfe .. JP|^3 ^Bbh) # 
wife of "M who resides on Ill»# 

say that Dot Sic rasquale had received tfbwT^Trrom the United Mine 
Workers for his actions' in stirring up trouble at Mine B* Because of 
his accepting this money, Dominic’s family had nothing to do with him# 

I also heard about this incident frcm otbfeh^s our ces, but I oan*t 
remember when or where* I recall that similar information was received 
by me concerning Tony Blotch# 

"After the trouble at Mine B in 1937 my husband, j|S[H 
was afraid that something would happen to him* Who^T opy _ 
riot oh and Joe Albancse talked with him in 1937, and later when he 
joins d the erred that he had to join the U.M.W# for 

his own safety, ly husband never has been in trouble, and did not want 
to get into trouble with those men* 

m I have read this statement of one page and state that it is 
true to the bost of ucy kncwlad^e and recollection# 






/s/ 


Sped fll Agentg, FBI 
Springfield, 111." 
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was Interviewed at the home 
lere fce is presently residing, 

^ Spri^fie^^IlHfiois, or 
_Special A"gents flSSHHHSBVand^ 

Ls an American cltlten^iavl S been horn 
[gently emp loyed as 

^is apparontT^aHrarEer 
Lgent individual, he seemed to kno?j what tile scope of the investiga- 
tion was Qnd know what kind of answers he should give. Interviewing agents 
had some doubt as to the veracity of his statements, but he could not be 
wavered from the story as set forth. I^i^Qu^^^^lfir^in his opinion. 
He was unable to recall events which, it would seem 

that he should have recalled. He woul^maKe^^goo^wltnoss because of his 
appearance, his ability to express himself and he would be very difficult 
to confuse on cross-examination. At the timo of the interview, he executed 
the following statement: 


"Springfield, 111. 
August 27, 1943. 




I make the following statement 
who have identified them- 
r ral Eurcau of Investigation. 


name- i s 

: GO 

Special Agents~a 

Ho promises', threats or consderation has been made to me to make this 
statment. 1 make- it completely voluntarily. It is true and accurate and 
I am wiTling to go to court and repeat it if necessary, because it is all 
true. 


"I was first employod at I'ine B in At that timo I was a 

member of the United J'ine 'Yorkers because 1 had to belong to that Union 
in order to work. In 1532 the 'Progressives wore formed and I joined that 
Union. I did not know much about what was happening, and was willing to 
join the Progres sive Mine T.ork ers.nf . Am^ p jea in order to work. At that 
time 1 did not care much which Union I belonged to, just so I could work. 
In fact, that is the way I feel today. I don't care which one 1 belong to 
now, if I can work. 




"Before 1932 there was no troulbe at the mine that I know of. 
y.fter 1932 things v^ent pretty well at the "mine with the Progressive Mine 
"Yorkers. Some of the men wore complaining about the largo assessments that 
the Progressives were making. They thought that the assessments and 
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inuG 


deductions wore too much* Some of them complained 
about tho State officers of the FMU of A, saying 
that although they were only supposed to hold office 
for two years, that the same men kept control of 
the Union by switching offices* There was no complaint about the way tho 
local was being run* It was not a racket run outfit* I vas pretty woll 
satisfied uioh the -.;ay the progressive Union ? r ns being run* I went to the 
meetings. There was not a great doal of trouble at the moetigs* Not many 
men went to the meetings, unless it vas a special meeting f but there was 
no complaint that the local was not being run by the men thomsolvos# 


"Before the stri e I was satisfied with the way tho Progressive 
I'ine orkors were working', and the operation of the local. It did not 
make much difference to me, though, which Union I belonged to. In fact, 
when they had an election in Docomb»er^l53 7 as tow Mchtfaionwe wanted, I 

come as often* That is the reason I decided that I would rather belong to 
the * That election in December 1357 was a fair election. No one told 
me Hoyj to vote, or made any threats or requests of me in any way. I voted 
just as I pleased at that election* 


"At the meetings of the PMA local, there was no complaint. There 


. _ 1 ri.’ . i 


_ V _ _ , 




were a rev; per sonai rights among memDcrs once in a while, sometimes over 
things that arose in connection with the union business, but there was 
no compulsion, or anyone making anyone do anything that they did not want 
to do at any of these meetings* No one was forced to attend or do anything 
that they did not want to do* Before the strike I did not hear anyone 
complain particularly about the P1T7* I did not hear anyone say anything 
about switching Unions, I know that several men were tried by the Union 
for saying things against the Union* I did net hear them say anything 
though. Th^sc men were tried ono or two at a time. I do not know how long 


v r~. 4- *1 T r 

V ui u f U'Ji +.J. 


vT 1 


the strike. I do not know exactly who the mon were who were tried and 
kicked out of the union before the strike* I know that Frank_Jui^tin, Tony 
Flqtch, Andrew SchrelcvAous, Dominic Pasquale, Pe te Carter , Cotton Annias, 

Emorq yi.JrtC5vSyj "Chart pgpc o h ann on ,'AahiT' Jimmy Halo were kicked out^BeTOrc 

the strike* I am not ejtro Vrho else was irlecf^ I did not hoar any of thse 
men say anything about switclng Unions, 

before the strike fairly well 

strike occurred on Ilav 12. 1^57* There was 
some discussion at the inihc about a contract. I do not recall exactly what 
it was, but a few days before the strike actually started there was some 
talk about a strike then. I recall that Oscar Falcetti called me and asked 


T I r erne mb c r the 
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mo to read a statement to the men* He asked me 


ISTERV1EE "TITH 



Jues s, |0H IHIfl U IMl UIUL 1 

asked him right if I read it. Be said 
that it v/as and if I recall his name was signed at the bottom, I do not 
remember what was on the paper that I read, but it had something to do with 

the contract, After I read it the mon all wont back to work* 

"The night before the strike, or shortly before the stri e there 
was a meeting of the local. I think this v/as a special meeting* Tt was 
so long ago, that I do not recall exactly what wont on. There was a 
fairly large bunch of fellov;s there that right* They did not try any mcn^ 
they had all been tried before* I was at the meeting and they decided that 
They would not go back to work as long as the men who had been tried and 
kicked out of the Unio varc still at work* I remember that there was some 
discussion at thot~ti~~ c. I do not romber exactly what happened, but I 

think the men decided"’" to go to work the next day. I know v.e did* I was 

working, and had filled one car fullj^ 0 Hv of the drivers told me that they 
v;erc not filling full cars that dryland I told him that if I could- * t^fil^ 
a car I wouldn’t work* I left, and Parted home* I vas on top v/he. 
called the strike* I went home. I think the trouble was over the flrTfig" 
of those mon who had been kicked out of the Union* I recall vaguely that 
Oscar Falcetti told a group of the men while I was there that he would not 
fire these nen until he got some more inf conation on the TTagner act* I do 
not retail if that was the day of the strike or the day before* 


"After the stri 


I went home* I wont back to work the next 


day, but none of the men were working so 1 wont on home. I went out the 
next couple of days after the strike. Ahile I was out there 1 signed some 


I remember signing s _?inc thing • 1 


papers for the Progressives, I think, 
know- that I did not sign anything for the United Kina T.’orkors* I was a 
member of the Progressives at that time. I wanted them to get back to work 
as soon as they c^uld*. I was dis atisf iod with the deductions, but I was 
not doing anything about sv/itcTiTng Unions" or causing any discussion among 
the men. I was satisfied to stay in the Progressives if I could get back 
to work. After a few days I qhit going out to the mine, and started 
looking for another job, I did no t t i*LJU? v d T s.Q'il£3.l£IlX that W&T0 

ftoiim: on that summer* 

mt: .IS 

g|^g| |PTnad a job, an 
there was a picket line, 
them a 




not think that they would be working because 
After the men stayed out thero^ I wynt out with 



ut there at night for a while. 


anc 


mane 


iri o 


tried to talk mo iKtd“ "staying Zhero at 
Hand that it was ray duty* 


was not threatened or anything for not staying^ the men just tried to talk 
men into staying there. After the job was over T went back out to the mine ( 
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t woe at th£ i&ltls dn the fi£ty thst the United States 
Marshall came out there and ordered us off. 


"I did not try to go back to work at mine B at any 
other time until the mine was opened in 1939, 1 did not know that they 
ever tried to open the minte again. I know 1 did not hear about it. I was 
not working most of that time and would have gone back to work if thoy had 
tried to open the mine. 


n I voted in the election a few days after the injunction was given 
to us. I voted for the United Mine "oriers, but no one tried to tell me 
how to vote. It was a fair election. No ono threatened mo or anyone else 
that I know of. I voted just as to how I wanted. 


tlry ir. *16 t 

jjurxn^ i3uo j. 


~ -l « X- 4~ U - 
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That was a UI£V mine, and I joined the U1S7 then. TTTtcr I quit working at 
the I had my members hip i n t ho U 1S7 ^swit ched over to tho 

locald^T^S^of tho ULTTT AT mine B. 



"Then I ‘went back to work at nine E, which was the first day of the'” 
opening, I went right back to work at the same place that I had been 
working before. There was no evidence of a big cave in or fire in the 
mine in that part* There wore a few small cave ins, but tho mine in that 

part was pretty well kept up. There had been a big cave in on the South 

side of the mine, but th at was never r ixod . u p. In fa ct, it has not been 

fixed up even new. I know that it has 

not been repaired yet* It is all blocked off now, and no one can got close 
to the cave in because of the black damp. 


"I was a member of the UIXT all the time after I went back to work 

at Mine B. I did not see anyone beaten or threatened* I did not pay much 

at ten ton" to what was going on at the mine during that time. I do not know 

"of" any”~or g an i 2 i ng that v;as being done in the mine. I did not talk to anyone 

about the union, ask anyone to change or etc. Ky brother and father wore 
working out there. They did not swich unions and nothing was done to 

C J, tllU 1 Ji LUUill. 

”1 have road the- above statement on this page and five other pages. 
It is all true and accurate. I was never threatened or mistreated in 
any way by either of the unions at I'ine B. I nev^r cared much which 
Union I belonged to. I r;as satisfied with the Progressive I'ine workers 
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V 

V 

I' 


presence of an 
s interpreter. 
1943 by Special 


b 7 e 

lO-D 

was interviewed at his home, 
;field, Illinois ^ in the 
fth the assistance of 
The intgryie w wag c onducted 

Agents 


was born 


nu\.uraiuBD cixizen. 
well* He cannot speak' 




tie cannot under stand English 
and professed lapses of 
memory. He is not believed, to be a good potential witness. Upon interview 
he executed the following signed statement: 

"Springf icld , 111, 

August 27, 1943,*" 

make this statement to 


Jo me 



__ Special Agent of the FederoX Bureau of Investigation, No 
threats, promises or cons di3erat ion of any kind has been made to me to 
make this totem ont* It ie true a a5 accurate, and I am willing if necessary 
to repeat this statement in court* 


I worked at mine B fr edggj^^Pntil someti e ir 
to both the United Mine 7/orkers and the Frog^q^siv^ 

I was working there. v 

I never wont to anv 
unions, "hen I was a member of the 


I belonged 

lino Uorkers while 



United 


"Stine Workers I was 
satisfied. TThen I was a member of the Progressive Mine workers I wa* 
satisfied. I did not care which union I belonged to. I voted in the election 
in 1937. I also voted in the election in 1941. Ho one ever told me to how 
to vote* 1 voted just as I pleased. Both of them were fair electionT^as far 
as 1 know. 
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Sprln afield, Ulln oia , 
was hTt^ndcwe^athis residence by Agents 
and on August 39, 1943* He was 

ing talker, and c ooperatecT^n^a^^^Ted no criminal record. It is believed 




ho would bu a bubisiau Lory tvitness# 


The following is a signed statement executed 

"Sprinf-field, 111. 

August 30, 1.943 

\ ^kethcfollowinR statement freely and volun- 
ond who have identified the ra- 


ta rily t- 

selves to me as Special Agenvs oi xne Federal pureau or investigation. J«o 
threats or promises have been made to ne to obtain this statement. 

cane""To”TK^TJn?tGd Statesin was n a^ib^PPzec! rt in 

Springfie ld, 111., in Uy certificate of naturalization is numbered 




^ [A was a member of the united Mine 
Tforkers. »7hoh T*"cane to the Un^J^states, I was a member of the U.M.TT. 
in the United States without having to pay any extra dues, I stayed 
in the U.K.T7. union until I joined the Progressive Mine TTorkers of Anerica 
union in 1932, I stayed in this union until 1940 when I rejoined the 
U.M.W, 


"I began to work in line B about VH I took no part in 

the formation of the P.M.A. at Mine B. If the majority of the miners at 
*'ine_B wore in favor of the P.M.A., that was satisfactory with roe, It made 
no difference to roe to which union I belonged. I just wanted to work so 
that I could make money to support me and my family. 


"I don't remember any trouble at Mine B from 1932 to 1937 between 
the P.M.A. and the management of the nine. I don't think there was any 
trouble in the P.M.A. I did not attend rvxny union meetings because I 
was not very much interested in union activities. VJhatever the majority 
of the miners decided to do with 0,K. with me. 


Prior to 1937 I don't remember that any person asked me to join 
the U.LV.7. I don't know of the activities of any persons who might have 
tried to get members for the U.M.W. 

"I don't know the reasons for the strike in 1937. I did not 
attend the P.M.A. meeting on the night before the strike, and I don't 
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17ITH remember if I knew about the meeting, (ki the d ay of the 
strike .1 walked oAt with the rest of the miners because 
W I wanted to be rith the majority of thfT min era. I dcn't 



I remember signing any petitions for any union. Ho one asked me to join 
tte U.H.7T. that year, and no one threatened me in an attempt to make me * 
join the U.H.77. I did not picket Mine B in the fall of 1937 because I 
did not want to get into any trouble. I wantod to stay away until every- 
thing was settled. - . . 


1937, but I don't renenber if I voted in the election. I don’t know how 


T Vtairo vo+.ni^ <tn fVi a ,Tn . Knf T IfDllid K/l Vg YOtsd 


except the lost notice. I did not go up to the mine because of the fight- 
ing that was going on between the members of P.M.A. and U.M.¥. 


I returned to work I saw a nan in the* mine who was known as an "air checker** 
I don’t rerember his name. This man was permitted to no all through the 
mine in his job. As he did so, he talked to the miners trying to get then 
to join the U.H.T7. Be did not ask no to join tho U.li.117. , and I can't 
renenber the names of the miners who told me what ho was doing. Prior 
to the strike in 1937 there wtS no "air checker* in IfLne B. I think that 
this nar. was only trying to get members for B.U.?T. I think his name was 


asked then if they w: 

They told me that the, „ , „ 

me that they could not do this because I had not paid any P.M.A. dues. 

TKja VW no P r*r»trmfnnn' V* rvf f v*i ^ n o i4i>oa f V\qv» i tn 4 owi o A T 


"From the timo the mine opened in 1939 until the election in 
1941 I saw no trouble at the mine* I heard that seme men were beaten up. 


"I recall that someone told ne about an election in December 



the majority in favor of the F.U.A* 


"I don’t renenber getting any notices of the reopening of Mine B 


"I Trent back to work 'in J£Lne B, as I recall, in 1939. After 



a j rejoined +Vs '' n u ^ *■ -t — ~ th. r.n io/n as t *^w.aii 



Then my wife died in 
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■but I don't know anything about the reasons for these 
beatings. I don't know the names of any of the perscris 
involved in these beatings. In the election of 1941' I 
voted for the U.H.U. 


"I prefer the U.U.T7. because that union took care of ne^ 

Refused to help ns. If the U;!I.T7. had not helped me ^ 

~~ I think that I would have no preference as to what union 
to Delong to. Unions are all alike, to ne; one seems to be as good as any 
other. 




"This statement consisting of this and two other typewritten 
pages has been read to ne and I state that it is true to the best of .my 
knowledge and recollection. 

Titnessest ' . 



peciai Agents, 
Springfield, 111* 
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INTERVIZ^raL 

A niino 

fj <k j L 1 1943, by agents _ 

IV .V gave information freely and Trillin Ely, and said he would be Killing to 
?l testify, however, it i* not belie red he rould be a satisfactory witness. 
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Springfield, :$%'■ 
t 29, 

He 




admits no criminal record. 





"Springfield, HI, 

August 29, 1943 ' ' 

"I, auika the f ollowing stat errent freely and 

voluntarily to anc? ’ T ^° * v * ve identified 

themselves to me as Spec^j^^jents oith^^adera^^TO'eaa of Investigation. 
No threats or promises have been made to me to obtain this statement. 


Springfield, HI. 

I came to the United 



"At 

I was born 
States 


"I first joined a mine union when I joined the United tine Workers 
In nH I first started t^ work at I. lin e 3 about 1926 or 1927, Si 1932 
I joined the Progressi ve L ine "flria>jwnf ea . I rejoined the U.1L*. 

in 1940, At no time have I ever been an officer of any union, 

"As long as I have worked in the mines it has made no difference 
to mB as to which union I belonged to. I always have been inter staid in 
making a living, and h^ve not taken much interest in union activities, I 
have tried to vote with the majority of the workers so that we would always 
be able to work, 

"In 1937 I voted for the P.I'.A. because I thought that the major- 
ity of the miners ranted th >t union. In 1941 I changed ray vote to U.U.7. 
because at that time I thought the majority of the miners wanted that 
union. Some of the men had said that under the P.I1.A. ifine B had remained 
closed, and they also said that under U.H.' . the nine would reopen. They 
said that if the U.U."~. got the majority of the miners, the mine rould 
stay open, I don't remember the names of the men who were saying these ' 
things* - . 

"I don't remember signing any P.’J.A, petition in 1937. I was not 
interested in union affairs. I don't recall that I wont to a meeting of 
r.H.A. on the night before the strike started in 1937. Oh the day of the 
strike all that I remember is that the men did not go into the mine, I 
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IH don’t know why the miners struck that day. 


"I don't recall that anyone of the U.K.77. tried to get 
rao to join that union in the sumer of 1937. I remember 
that I was in the picket line at JJLne B in the fall of 1937. I did not . 
have to go to the picket line. 1 went' because I wanted to, and because 
I h„d nothing else to do. I went to the picket line a couple of times 
with men from my neighborhood. I think that only line B men were doing 
the picketing. There were no outsiders. ' 


”As I recall, I joined the U about 5 or 6 months after Z . 
went to v.ork in fline 3 in 1940. No one forced me to Join the U.lLtT. , 
but I felt that if I wanted to work in line B, I would have to be a member 
of U.k\~. 


"This statement consisting of this and one other typewritten 
page has been read to me and I state that it is true to the best of ay 
knowledge and recollection. 


Titnesses: 



Springfield, Hl.« 
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noig. was intarrl aired ’by Special 4gent« * 
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This witness has a very difficult time understanding English end 
cannot express himself in English. would not make a good witness 

because of his difficultywith Engli^iT^^^^J|||Badvises he does not hare a 
criminal record. le phone number 

Following is a signed statement obtained from 

* Springfield, 111. 

August 26, 1943 


^^^^^^^3pringfloldjIlX> 

make the following voluntary statement ~to and JBHBBf 

Thom I knfcrw to be Special Agents ortnereaorSf^^mreau o^investi^ 
gation. Bo force, threats or promises have been mado in obtaining this 
statement and I know that what I may say may be used in a court of law. 


*1 was born in 


I emmigrated to the U*8* 



I was employed i n a coal m ine in comber of 

U1S and worked in several mines a member of~Bifw from 2 


waa ^Ployed. In * coal mine in Springfield, 

in. as a U^ ~RTid worked in several coal mines in Springfield, 111, up until 
"h - " when I was employed as a miner at Mine "B*, Springfield, 111. 
of UMff# — 


as 



"In September 1932 I became a member of BCA because the local DM5 

union wanted to change to RLA* 

» 

*1 have never held any offices in any union and never took an 
active part in any union. 

"Prior to September 1932 the management seemed to be getting along 
with U!T7 and after the mine. Mine *B*, changed over to Pl!A the management 
of Mine *B* seemed to have no difficulty with F&A until May 12, 1937. 
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•There were no strikes or close-down* at Mine •B 1 * 
between September 1932 and Kay 12, 1937. He it her 
PALCETTI or iSLSHOFF of Vine *B* mentioned to me or a 
showed any partiality toward Ufa. The management 
of Vine W B* so far a s I know never showed any hostile attitude In settling 
grievances between Sept, 1932 and Kay 12, 1937. 


"I and other members of FMA I know, felt that P1UL was an honest 
union, not being operated as a rackety no measures of compulsion were use<T 
to force me to be a member of IVA. FKA, did not make any unusual special 
assessments and so far as I know there was no kick-back to local IKA 
officials. I knew of the bombing cases, but I do not know how other mem- 
bers felt toward the conviction of FWA member*. I took no interest in the 
case. 


"Between Sept. 1932 and May 12, 1937, Tftfj never set up a picket 
line at Vine *B" nor did IBS? distribute any literature at the mine. Bo one 
talked to mo between Sept. 1932 and Kay 12, 1937 in an effort to convert 
me from a member of Bit to Ulfi?. 


•I never saw or heard of any association between the management 
of Klne "B" and UlfiS officials between Sept. 1932 and Kay 12, 1957. 

* "In the spring of 1937 I did not know of any Controversy *bout 
the wage scale at Vine *B"_, bo far as I know employees at Mine "B" wore 
satisfied with the wage - *# cale at Mine "b" in the Spring of 1937 and no one 
made any mention to me about it. 

"I do not r ember a moeting of Bit on the night of May 11, 1937 
and could not say if I was notified of a moeting that night or not. : 

*0n the afternoon of May 12, 1937 I .was told by someone to stop 
work as there was a disagrument between WJi and the management of Mine "B" 
about the union contract, I do not know what tho disagreement was nor 
can I furnish any information as to why tho mine closed May 12, 1937* 

"I do not know anything about five UMff spies being expelled from 
PUA. ■ 

*1 did not load anv coal c?.rs short on Mav 12* 193T_ on nurnnn*. 

_ — - ■ - - ' - - w — y — • - — ■ t tr — f- » 

nor did I see any other miners loading coal cars short on May 12, 1937, on 
purpose. 


"I did not know of an intended strike on May 12, 1937* 

"I cannot say whether I signed a FMA petition of May 26, 1937 
or not as I cannot remember such & petition, 

: ’ * / 

’ . . • * j ' 
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"I did hot sign any IMS petition or any “wildcat" " y 
petition in tbo summer of 1957. _ , 

4 _ . * t ■',< *■ ' * 

“I did not know of the formation of HsR local 7469, 
July 29, 1937. No one attempted to get me to become a member of HER” in the 
summer of 1937. 



• ▼ t. j_ J J _ _l 

”1 may nave at^nuwa 
I did not take an active part* 
Summer of 1937. 


Turf I _ 4- U ,-v — . 1 V«r4 

some rioo, Litft? l. i.ii£,o j.n i-iio o urihuo i vi i^wi uuv 

So far as I know there was no violence in the 


*1 was informed by an agont of H£A that Kino *B* was to open* I 
do not know the date but it was sometime in September, 1&3T* I reported for 
work that morning and was told by some of the miners that Wine "B* official! 
had made the statement that anyone who wanted to work would have to be a 
member of UML* I do not know the names of the miners who furnished me tho 


inj ormfloion* 


a reLiaxueu t tv ^nt; iiu.no 


that particular uiGiniug as a picket and 


returned for a few hours the following morning as a picket* So far as I know 
PMA did not import any outsiders as pickets* J did not act as a picket but 
for the first two days after Mine "B" was to have opened in Sopt* 1937 • I 
did not see any violence at the mine nor did anyone threaten me if I did not 
act as a picket* 


1937* 


*1 do not know anything about an attempt to open Mine D&Ci 
I was not notified that the mine was to have been opened. 


IS* 



about a Federal Court injunction Deg* 9/ 



/ 


"On Dec. 15, 1937 tho NLRB hold an election to determine if Mine 
ff B* should have been a U1T7 mine or a FW4 mine* I voted PMA as I was satis- 
fied with the union* So far as I know tho election was fair and no one was 
threatened if they did not vote PMA* I went to vote at my own free will^ no 
one carried me to the election or told me that I was to vote. 


"I do not rombor an attempt to re-open Mine "B* Jan* 4, 1938 and 
do not know if I received notice that the mine was to open on that date* 

*1 do not know if I attended any PMA meetings between Jan* 193B and 
Nov* 1939, so far as I know there was no violence during that period of time. 


t 


“I received notice in Nov. 1939 that Kine “B*_w&s to open and I 
returned to work * few days later. I do not know whether there was any > 
question as to tho wage scale whon I returned to work or not. I do not know 
the attitude of RiA members because they could not get a contraot. I did not 
care whether tho mine was an bpen shop or e closed shop. 
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IneaC, 

there were many cave-in* in Mi ne~TB^_l heard of only 
two mall fire* in Mine *8* subsequent to fov. 1989 > 
but I did not hoar of or see any large fires subsequent 

... . . < . .. - > ‘ - v> 




"Taien I returned to the mine , M ine *B* . In Mow. 1989 *V‘ 


"Between Uov, 6, 1939, and ?eb* 21, 1941 no one threatened bib Of 
attempted to persuade me to become a member of DU« or* to remain ft member of 

Plik. ' “ -'.••• - . 


"In the summer of 1940 a man the name of whom I do not know, in- 
formed me that I have to join TSiw a* the mine was to become a DfcSf mine, I 
knew I would have to pucame t member of tei« in prder to work at Mine *B* me I 
heard many others were joining 031 end I heard violence was being used against 
FldA member* becauBO they did not join ULKi I never *aw any violence end 
never saw any fight*. On one occasion I heard a nan' hollow when CMS member* 
were beating him. but I did not sea the fight and coijld not furnish the sssss 
of the persons fighting. In the sunaner of 1940 I joined the CKJf to prevent 
any violence being used against me by Ulcw member*. I stoppod paying due* to 
IMA when I joined TJM»I. , 


"I voted at the election Feb. 21, 1941 for FMA because I was satis- 
fied with FMA before OMS attempted to organise Mine *B". 5o far as I know 
the election was fair. I did not see any violence during the election. 


■ . W I am unable to say whether the twnagement of Mi; 

Ulijr or Hit. 


*n* 


J 

4 CL v \Jl 9U 


ff Up until the summer of 1941 I had good rooms to work in, but in 
Summer of 1941 I got a bad room. I oomplained to the Board Members of ’ 


the 

UK7I, tho namejof whom I do not know about the room at which time ha told me 1 
that I w&s in sympathy with PML. and he would not help me got a good roots. 

^1 stopped working at Mine *B* a* I was tired of 


V'l/'-f m tv In 
"Vi Ai. i. Li 


...-.A V/-W A*. ^ ^ 4* 4-V-. V.^ J — „ - — T J-J-J 

vvni uLia? UOUC.UOO ui WK7 UdU I UUJQ9 1 gQ p i.l n^ T 


"This statement was read to mo and is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge. 
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Agents 

formation willingly, but because o 



opringne xu, 

7 1943, by Special 
He gate in- 

1 imitation of bis Knowledge, it i» 
not believed he would bo a good witness. He stated he ha# never been 
arrested. 


Following is a signed statement obtained from 


’’Springfield, ill, 

August 27, 1943. 

*1, na^thefollowia^t at erao nt freely and 

voluntarily to who have identified 

themselves to me^e^^^^K^^^ent^oF^tS^^dera^^SeQu of Investigation'. 
No threats oh premises have been made to me to obtain this statement. 


"I presently live at 
work at the Panther Creek Kino 



. I was born at 


ringfield. 111., and 



in I have never held an office in any union. In 1928 or 1929 I bei - 

gan to work in Uine B, and worked there until the strik^inl937. I returned 
to work in Kovembsry'’I939, and stayed until f 3§B||j9Qfl0 when 1 quit* 


"I don T t remember any trouble at Min© B from the time I began to 
work there until 1932, and don't know the reason Tor the trouble in that 
year# At that time the men started the PrQg^aswtvo Mine workers union, and 
as most of the men seemed to want that union, I stuck with the majority. 


P W aW( ’l nrif ^ *1 1 C^7 t Vtnwo wd O n/\ +- wr\tiV T 

'■ * vui i uii v a. 4 - X. v w f w t iw 4 - V rraie ijv V 4 V ■ 


if Hi Wft P ft T 

- ■■ f«i , H 41 V 4 


Ufh J-* a «. f ^ s f -l a. A 4*k 

PUP OQOX .01 lOU s* A. W* 


— « V*M * ^ i-r v v vr i » s #v «. v .i bw w <*■* V ^ V VI w ^*AV ^ U V 4 , V 4 V I4I, V* 

P.^.A* - It made no difference to me which union* P#V»A. or U.M*u. # covered 
the mine because I was satisfied with any union which satisfied the majority 
of the miners in the mine. All during this time the minors seemed satisfied 
with P.k.A* 


*I>uring the period between 1932 and 1937 I went to some of the 
P#M.A. meetings, but not very many of thorn. X did not go to the meeting 
the night before the strike in May of 1937, and I can't remember now whether 


I knew whether or not there was to bo q meeting. 


I aidn f t xnow anyuning 




L % * - 


about any U.K organisers in KineB, and I don't know the reasons for the 
strike. 


"I did. nut go to the mine on the morning of the strike because the 
day before Benn^jj^ontocrossa had told me that the miners were going to strike. 
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Be did not. sty why they were goiag to strike. Benny Is 
now dead* 

[ oonttlltiVi^^^™ ' 

"I had to support ay family, so instead of going to tha 

mine for the strike, X went out to look for another 16b* 

•w- 

*1 don't remember signing an y petition for the P.M.A* and I don t 
remember signing any petition for U.M.w., although I might have# I just 
can't remember# As I said before* I was agreeable to what the majority of 
tte miners wanted and did not care if the U.M.w* came back or if the P.M.A. 
stayed in the mine. 

don't remembor that I received any notice of the opening of the 
mine either in September or December, 1937. In December, 1937, I voted for 
the P,U.A* in an election at the State armory because I felt that was the 
union the majority of the miners wanted. 


w In the fall of 1939 I received a letter from 
.advising that the mine was going to reopen in November, 
in November, and was at that time a member of the P .M.A 
1941, I think it was August, Joe Alb&nese and 
me at my home several times. The)' 'aTvftLys came together 
if I were smart and wanted to keep my job X should join 
showed me a long list of names of men vfho they said had 
with U.M.u. I agreed to join the U.M.7,., and signed up 
time. 


the min© operator* 

I went back to work 
Some time in 1940 cr 
came to see 
.ey^told me that 
the TJ.M.Ti. They 
already signed up 
with them at that 


"In the election of February, 1941, I voted for the U.lt.Ti. because 
I had signed up with that union, and because I thought the majority of the 
miners were in favor of that union. I had no preference for the UvU»^» at 
this time, but voted for them because I had been told that I would lose my 
job if I did not vote for U.ll.ii. I had nothing against the P.U.A. Joe 
Albanese and Dominic Bartolomeo were the mon who told me to vote for TJ.M.W 






ien X came d a clc To~work HffTTtL , my f£ce boos, 
gave me a bad room* I examinod the room, and when I saw 
that it was a tad room, I picked up my tools and quit my job. I don't know 
why I got the bad room because I had never caused any trouble with any of th© 
men in the U.M.T*. 



I began to work in the Panther Creek Mins 
where P.M.TJ* has a closed shop agreement, and I joined the P.M.A* 




*?This statement consistdn 
pages has been road to me by . 



other typewritten 

and I state that it 
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'•itnesses t 



if true to the best of my knowledge end recollection. 

<») 



Special Agents, FBI, Springfield, 111. 
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signod stato.ront was oxocutod by hiru 


•Springfiold, 111* 

a . . . _ jl iin 4 n i • 


a . . - _ jl a » 4 A j * 

iUlgUST c I , J.940* 


r 



atone nt frooly and 
HjVwho havo identified 


tjbonsoIvoB to no as Spooial Ajontfs of tho Fodoral Buroau of Invastl* 
gation. Ho throats or provisos ha vq boon na£o to no to obtain this 
stetonont* 


joinod a looal union in Pennsylvania whoro I was 
v/orkinr in a coa^^ino. I do rot rorcribor tho none of tho union* JL 


. . d ry noriborship in tho U,}*TT. and Joinod tho Fr ogro e s ivo Hlno 
Y.’orkors of Anorioa* It lid not nnko any difforanoo to no to whioh 
union I bolongod. I rooall that In 1932 when wo wore allcwod to voto 
as to tho union whioh wo pro for rod, I voted for tho P, H, A- 


to tho best of ry knowlodgo* I uttondod no c tines of P.I*A» during 
this tina, I would havo been finod if I had not attondod tho ^lootings* 
All during this tio-n I was quito satisfied with P.H.A* as a union, aad 
with tho non and officers of P,I'*A* TThilo I was a noribor of P«I!.A* I 
know nothing about ary attonpts of tho U.1VB* to organiso tho non fren 
P.!!»A, to U.li.TI, Ho ono over asked no to Join tho U.U.1T* 


at it in a lottor# I do not knew any roasons for this strikb* 
After tho etrlko, I rooall that I signed a U»L!»TT* papor, but I don"<t 
rtoonbor what tho papor was about* I don*t rooall signing any papar 
for P,M*A* At that tine it r.ado no difforonoo to do in whioh union I 
was a :Toribox*# 





I 3 


whoro I oontinuod to work : 
tho Unitod !tino TTorkors In 


in tho 


Ifliilc in ary union, 1 havo novor hold any offioo. 


In 1952“ 


•Fran 1932 to 1937 thoro woro no strikes or troubla at I3.no B 



•prom April 1, 1937, until tho first of Juno, 1937, 
and know nothing of tho striko at Ilino B until ny wj 



i 


- 244 




:06505 


cO (0 

* 


JOHN L. LiETTIS, ET AL 

LID 

*In the cloction that was hold In Dcoonbor 1937 In 
the Stato jxrecnnl, I rooall that I voted far the 
P*K*A# union# Host of the miners woro for P*?I»A* # 
and it did not note any difforoneo to no which union 
was at tho nine so I votod with the majority of minors# I voted for tho 
Progressive T'inc \* orkers also in 1939 for tho so no roason* 



*In Hovorber 1939 I returned to work at Hina and at that 
time was a “somber of P#!!»A* About 10 months later# as I rooall $ I 
ohnn^od ovor to the U»!I*\7* I rooall that serio of tho non, whose nanos 
I don't rooall, rtartod talking about -oin£ book into the U*II*T7. It 
socixjd to no that most of the non wanted this union# so I wont back 
to U It nado no difforenoo to no* I had boon satisfied with 
P*M*A. up to this tino# 


roe"? 


*rhis statenent has boon road to no 
and I state that it is truo to tho boet* 
PSot i on# 




onts, FBI. 
Sprir^fiold, 111* 
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Illinois, ns interviewed cm 

Special Agents 

stated he had 

never teen arrested! 5s g&y<* infArnytti^n freely ^ - 

ould be ■willing to testify and it is t lieved he would make an excellent 
ess. 


Tho following signed statement was obtained from 



Illinois 
lugust 28, 1945 


me of Investigation. No threats 

or promises have been made to me to obtain this statement. 




fi'7 : 

■ y * ’! .Wa 




i was born 

r* I cime to TIffl United State s_in 
and was - natural ired in s. Federal Court in Springfield, 111,, inj 


*T 


r\ wh ^ i4 
J ^ AUVU 


JU A-litJtl 


workers in Springfield, 111., in^Hfc I~w5s a number of this union until 
1932 when I joined the Progress of- Jka*jri4Mw* I was not 
working in a mine vjhen I joineS Tfie P.M.A. I joined that union because I 
felt that I wanted to belong to that union In case I started to work in 
the mines again. I started to work in Mine B. as I recall, in 1935, I was 
a member of P.M.A. until 1941 when I had tcT join the U.M.W. 



h As far as I know the P.M.A, had no trouble with the management of 
Mine B from 1932 until 1937* As for nyself, I was absolutely satisfied 
with the P.M.A, I was dissatisfied with the U.M.W. because I felt that 
John L, Lewis had not played fair with the members of that union. It seemed 
to me that he took all the money the miners made by means of assessments, 
Lewis and the TJ.M.W* said tho miners would get back the money they paid in 
special assessments , but they never did* I believed at that timo, and X 
still do believe, that the P.M.A, is a wonderful union* Whenever, the 
P.M.A. askod for a special assessment, which wag not vary ofien 5 the officers 
always explained just why the assessment was being asked. All of the men 
who were members of P.M.A, were fully satisfied with the union. If a man 
missed a P.M.A, union he was not fined, but in tho tJ.M.W. union, a member 
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was fined 50^ for each meeting missed. After the election 
of 1941 I was forced to join the UJUF. to keep ny job 

T J_ J J 1 ^ J X ^ 

X JUiJAtJU LJO^aup V j. iiau wauu jAVW wv ^augo 



In lill the timo I was a member of the P.M.A, I attendee 
that the P,M*A. always did everything in their power to help their member** 

"From the time I began working at the mine until the strike in 1937, 
I did not know of any time when the U*M*TT. sc" up a picket line, although 


^UQ Ui 


& i* ^ aw » tuViaw b. »a *i 0 ^/sa^ h +■ Vi s w T ■! «r ^ir 

V V ^ L? Jk. O rmou tA O t* ^ uuu ^ 41 ^;»nLLj fc/j 


tho entrance of the mine and passed out handbills, telling the men to join 
the and that they could join without paying an initiation fee and 

that they would get a cut on their dues for a certain period of time# 

n In June of 1936 an election of officers for P.M.A. was held. Just 
before this election, IS men, namely, Joe Alb&nese, Andr ew Schrelevlou s, % 
Dominic Fasquale, Pete J^rJ^r, Frank,/^i2^*~"l P 0^^1atch, Cot » 
John Sirtout, George and Emory Jacaway, Charljes^gQJh^^on# and James Hale, 


>lV r- aP D U A V.«r4 V A,^-. 4 - a, 11,U» + ~ 4- 

- - - Jiiuiiivui 0 v>4- i. m iJ±»/7k.* , ji^u qu.1 WAXfi.4-^ I/U uiiq 


~4-4- 4- 4 

IU014 


cause dissatisfaction with the P*k%A* to try to get the men to join the 
U.M.W. Approximately a year before the strike, because they were afraid 
that the above named men might bo hurt, the ?!ine B company gave these men 
a separate wash room in the office building at Mine B. Some of these 12 
men were drivers, some were company men, and some loaded coal. The driver* 
and the company men could get all over the mine and were in a position to 
talk to the miners and to agitate them to join the TJ.M.W. 


^ *T Vs i-i « rs 1 O Wbrtw 
iUtiJV -L *- JI 1 C 14 


A*> /I 4- t a!t 1-i.r -i-4-Vl 4"kfl MQACl A 

V u u j| ujiv m>i4>AgvtlNU V 


with the management much of the time. They had the best of everything, andj 
the diggers would get tho best rooms* All of these men wont around with 
Falcetti, and I know that they went out together. I heard that Falcetti 
was along at one timo when some of these men tried to get miners to join 
the but I don T t know if this is true or not. / 


"At tho time the contract between the company and P.M.A* ended in 
1937, the leaders of P.M.A. told the men that they had no contract, but 

4-UnI 4-V A. 4- i ^ r> 4-1 J . k v,4-J 1 

WI'-AV ,'UVil U W'w’I Uii'JUI 1*41 OAliUUOl^J Ui WiO U1U Uh UI4 1*1 VUlLll 

a new one could be signed. The members of P.M.A. were willing to do whatever 
tho leaders thought was best. At this time there was some trouble about 
the back pay question, namely, the pay the men were to receive from 
April 1, 1937, until the new contract was signed at a higher scale# This 
question was finally settled, the union giving into the management, and 
agreeing that the wage scale would begin at the timo the new contract was 
signed. The men were satisfied with this arrangement because they did not 
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want to mak© any trouble with the management and they did 
not pay any attention to the fact that the men working in 
U.U.W, mines got their raise in pay sboner, because the 
man in P.M.A. knew they ’were going to get a raise anyway* 
This matter was discussed at a P.M.A. meeting and the men said they were 
satisfied to let the leaders of P.M.A. work it out with the management. The 
wage scale and all other matters concerning the contract had been decided 
between the union and tho management , and the men wore just waiting for the 
management to sign the contract with P.M.A. 



"On May 11, 195T, a notice was posted by the P.M.A. on the bulletin 
board at the mine, advising that a special meeting was to be held that 
night at Progressive Hall, 6th and Washington StreetB, Springfield, 111. 

This mooting was well attended, all the chairs being taken. Some of the 
members had to stand. I think there were about 450 men there. Although 
the notice did not say what the meeting was to be about, I had been told that 
the meeting was to ascertain what the members cf the P.M.A. wanted to do about 
the 12 named men v:ho were agitating for the U.II.W* Just prior to this time 
the company had stopped checking off dues for the P.M.A. for 12 men. The 
activities < of tho 12 men were well known to the P.M.A*, and it was known 
that these were the 12 men whose dues were not checked off by the company* 

The meeting was called to draft a petition to the management saying that 
these 12 men should be forced to rejoin the P.M.A. or else be discharged 
from M ine B , The referendum vote on the petition resulted in ft vote of all 
the men present for the petition. I believe that seven of the 12 raen later 
agreed to rejoin the P.M.A. and thoir names wore deleted from the petition. 
None of the 12 men was present at this meeting, although the notice was 
posted in the usual place and no restrictions were placed on the persons 
attending the meeting. I don f t know how the seven men were advised of the 
action taken at this meeting. 


"The next morning, upon arriving at Mino B, the petition was 
presented to Falcetti, and he v/as told that the remaining five men either 
had to rejoin the P.M.A. or be discharged from Mine B, because the P.M.A. 
men refused to work with two unions in the mine. Falcetti said that he would 
not fire the men, and that from that time on no dues for the P.M.A. would be 
checked off from the salaries of any of the men. ??hen the management refused 
to fire the 5 men, the P.M.A. members began loading the cars short. This 
action had been decided upon at the meeting the night before and it was 
further decided at that meeting that if the loading of the cars short aid 
not influence the management, the men would strike. The strike v/as called 
after the management refused to fire theso five men. 


"As far as I know this was the only reason for the strike. Nothing 
concerning the wage dispute had been mentioned, and I don*t believe it had 
anything to do with the strike. 7?e began to picket the mine because we did 
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not want the 12 men to go to work until the sheriff caxoe, 
and after ho told us that no one would go to work in the 
mine until the trouble was settled, we went home. 


petition in May 1937, 


and I 

I don't 


" t d on f t remember signing the P*M.A 
don’t remember anything about it, although I might have signed it 
remoiriber signing any petitions that summer. 

"During the summer of 1937 (Ph) , a TJ.M.W* agitator 

brought up from the South, who had bee^^Drougnt up to work in the mines a 
couple of months before the strike, asked me several times to join the U*H.W, 
I saw him several times in Springfield, 111., and he asked me at t hose times. 
One day during that summer to my home ir^Hj^B and 

asked me to join the U * M 5 W * emb e r anyone else 

not threatened in any way by these men* 


I was 


"During the summer of 1937 the P.M.A* paid me iqy gasoline and 
meal expenses, and I went around trying to keep the members of P.M.A* 
togother* I talked to them on the streets, and I saw them in their homes, 
trying to keep them in the P*M,A* »7o had P.K*A. meetings about once a week, 
and the officers reported to them what was going on. Most of the men felt 
that even though they were out of work, the officials of F.M*A. were trying 
to do the best they could for them, and that thov should wait for word from 

v - if - — - 

the officials as to what should be done* As time went on however, and 
men could not got work, some of them began to sign up with the U*M.T?. I 
talked to several of them after they had joined the U.M/7., and they said 
that they v;ished that they could still be in P.M.A* 

"In September, 1937, I received a notice from Mine B, saying that 
the mine would reopen. Later I received another letter from Mine B, saying 
that a closed 3hop contract had been signed with the U.M.V* We had a special 
meeting of the P.M.A. at which wo decided that if the management gave the 
contract to P.M.A. we would work the mine, and if thoy rofused, we would picket 
the mine when it was reopened* The P.M.A. did this because we had a majority 
at that time* The men v/anted to work and were- ready to work, but when the 
management would not give the P.M.A* a contract, picketing began* This had 
been decided upon by a referendum vote of the P.M.A* members. I was a picket, 
and all of the pickets were men who had worked at Mine B. The men were all 
in agreement that they would not work under a U.M.IT. contract, 

"At the time of the Federal injunction I felt, and I believe that the 
majority of the men did likewise, that tho purpose of it was to keep the men 
from going to work. X don’t remember getting any notices in December 1937, 
or January 1938* 

"In the election of December, 1937, hold at the State armory, I voted 
P.M.A, because I believed then, as I do now, that tho P.M.A. is the best 
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£ITH 


nued] 


uni on . I 
a ballot, 
ballot in 
because I 


MD 

went to a window at the State armory, received 
checked the union I preferred, and deposited the 
a box. I think the election was on the square 
think most of the men wanted the P.M.A. at that 


time . 


w In November of 1939 I received a notice from P.M.A., or from Mine 
B, I don’t remember which, that the mine was to reopen, I don’t remembor now 
that anything was said about the wages we ware to receive* Most of the men 
I talked to were still satisfied with the P.M.A*, but were mad at Elshoff 
because he would not sign a contract with P.M.A. 

"When I returned to work in November, 1939, there was some fall in 
the mine, but I don’t think it would have cost the company a lot of money to 
fix it. I don’t remember any largo fire or accident oc curing since I returned 
to "ine B in November 1939 * 

"Between November 1939, and February 1941, whan the U.M*77. gained a 
majority in the election X saw several men receive boatings, or r" 



of the boatings. Some of the 
(Ph). and a man known 



n who were beaten were: 

There were several others 


7?ere beaten, but I don’t remember their names. Each one of the men told 
that ho was, beaten because he did not want to join the TJ.M/V* Bo hannon. 




and BtTiingardner, and several others ?/ere the men who boat these men 
ray self was ncvdr - threatened, or beaten for failing to join the U.M *T7. 
After the election of February 1941, Bohannon and Falcetti told me that if 
I did not join the union (U.M.Vif.), I ^would not be allowed to go into Mine B 
that day. During this period I never heard the management of Mine B say 
or do anything that favored U.M.7T., but I do know that H.lf.Tv, men got 
better rooms, bettor jobs, and better treatment, than tho P.M.A. men. 




. . - aga 

with Elshoff, and although he treated me nicely, he would not cooperate with 
me or give me anything. Just before the election in February 1941, if I 
presented a gricveance on the part of a P.M.A, man, Elshoff would not listen 
to no. I also had several conversations with Falcetti who acted the same 
as Elshoff . On one occasion v;hon a P.M.A. man had his tools stolen, I went jl 
to Falcetti, and asked him to furnish or buy some more tools for this man as I 
Ms tools had boon stolen in tho mine. Falcetti refused, and said * I don’t j 
give tho Progressives nothing. 1*11 give you everything if you will join thsl 
United Mine T.orkere. hhy don’t you join tho United Mine Tiorkers? 1 \ 

"In the election of February 1941, when the mine went U.MAV., I 
know that the majority of the non who were P.M.A* voted U.M. 7 ?, becausG they 
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TH ^ere afraid that they would be beaten and harmed if they 


JggVlgjiyriT^ ‘ 

did not vote for 0.1I.T/* Since that time in talking with 
(continued) the men I have been told by many that they still favor 

the PM* A. I favor the F.KJU because it is a square* 
union, and tho U.M.7*. is not# 


"I have read this statement consisting of this and 7 other typewritten 

_ A nH ft +■_ 7 \ t ^ ■fr Vl A 4: I +■. 4” VM i n. + A 4“ V. ri Vi c> t 4 * ■*»« r Yrr-i jaitT n »■ 1 r-«n 

L t*' r “ r ■ whA- -*w V ki.^. V ^ V WA UU WliO k/OD w KJ J. iijjf Buy nxQUf.Q f*l (M * yVL' \J J-*. t 


(signed) 


-.itnesses : 


( signed) 



signed) 


S nri Ota! A it n n t » „ PR T 
_ r „ -- * — — 

Springfiold, 111. 1 * 
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Springfield, 

his h ome on August 30* 194 3* 

and 


Illinois, was inte 

by Special Agents 

[professed to hove a poor memory, 

ol the aifraeulty he had in reme bering incidents at Mine B. It Is not 
believed that this nan would make a good witness becaUSe" oT Tils memory and 
his limited knowledge. He claimed to have no criminal record. 


The following is the signed statement obtained from 

" Springfield, Illinois 
August 30, 1943 

_make the following voluntary statement to 

who have identified themselves to me as 

Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I give this freely, 
without any force or violence being used, and no promises made. 



M I i lives 

born in 
and became" a 




Springfield, 111., anj 


_ came to this countr; 
zed citj zin at Springfield, 111., in 


joined a union in 


in 


id was 

Ht 


» the United Mine Torkers, when I 
at ^ine B in 1936, and joined 


"I fi 

was working in 

the Pro£ressive'"uxrie ll ".orkers of^Amgrica at that time. I joined the P.iLA. 
because they Had J " cTo sec shop "agreement, and I had to join to go to work. 


"I was satisfied generally with the F.M.A., although tome, one 
union is just like another. I didn't attend very many meetings, because 
I wasn’t especially interested. I don't remember attending a meeting of 
the P.M.A. the night before the strike in May of 1937. I might have seen 
the notice of the meeting, but don't remember it. 

"I don't know the reason for the strike in May, 1937. I remember 
that I v; i s told a strike had been called, so I t^uit *ith the rest of the 
men. I h>ard some talk before the strike, that some men were trying to 
agitate the men into joining the U.H. ., and I don't know anything more 
about it, and no one contacted me. 

"I don't remember signing any petitions although I will not 
say I did Aot, for I might have. Neither do I remember anyone trying to 
get me to join the U.H. 77. 

"’Tien the P.M.A. picketed the Mine JB in the fall of 1937, I 
went to the picket line several times. I don't remember if I heard about 
the picket line at a union meeting or if some of the men told me, but I do 
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^?7c. 

is> ID 


know that I ’ as not forced to picket by threats hr anjt- 


r In the elec- ion of December, 1937, at the arsenal, I voted 
f-r Ui£7 u ”•» of the men seemed to be in favor of that union at 

tVt ti- w * I oid not join the U.U.'T. until after the election which they 
i»ori t the one in February of 1941. I voted for U.M.r. because the majority 
of the men seemed to favor it, and also because the general feeling was 
that the nine would not stay open unless U.H.T7. won the election. I do 
not know where I heard this, nor who I heard it from, but that w=s the 
feeling that the majority of the men had. ITie management seemed to f^vor 


union is as good as another, and I have no preference. The U.II.W. has more 
money, and can pay larger benefits, but, generally sneaking, I have no 
preference. 


strike. I don't know if he was agitating the men to join U.M.7. or not. 


imately three hand written pages, and sta e that it is true to the best 
of my knowledge. 



thing of that nature* I do not remember seeing anyone 
but 7.K.A. Ettn frru i&ne B on the picket line. 



"1 was not forced to join the U.M.'V., but knew that if I wanted 
to keep my job at *4ne B I would have to as far as I am concerned, one 


"I remember that, vhen we returned to work, one nan had a job 



"I have have read to me the foregoing, consisting of approx- 


/s/ 




Special Agents, FBI 


Springfield, 111." 
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eia; iinnois , interviewee atm* lx»> 
on August 30, 194 3 j by Sf 
in the presence of ] _ 

and seems to have lost^ much or ms memory. He wai 
0 recall many of the events which happened while he was employed 
.Bec ause of his poor memory, and because 

did not take much interest in union actlvvEie^DecauS^jf 
o speak and understand English very well, it is believed 
would not make a good witness. No attempt was made_ to h ave 
the statement set out below, which was rea d bj 

it represents the facts as they are today. 

could net concentrate on the reading of the 



renem 


The following statement was obtained from 

"Springfield, HI. 

aake 


following statement freely 

*nd voluntarily tc SSP who have identified 

thenselves to me as bpeciolAgents of the VeoeraT Bureau of Investigation* 
No throats or prlmises have been made to me to obtain this statement. 


"I 

I was born 

States prior 



field, 111*^ 

I cane to b he 

in f: 



n I don’t recall when I first joined a mine union* It was many 


years ago* I nevur huld Zu uffiuo in any union* 


*1 have worked at Mine B on several occasions, and I don’t 
remember the exact dates that I worked there. I don’t remember when I 
joined the Progressive Mine T7orkers_ of America* I joined this union 
because it had a closed shop” agreement with laine B. I have gone to very 
few union meetings* 


"I was working at Mine B when the strike started in 1937, but I 

it t' i 1 «. w. c -! ^ *s 

bnv lU-lL-vus iw wie aniRC. l uvii 11 itnueuuci o.L£iiJ.(ig auj 
petition in the year 1937. I was not asked to join the U.M.T7. that year. 


don't know 


"In the election held in December 1937, I did not vote because 
I was sick. 


"I don't remember when I rejoined the United Mine TTorkers, but 
it was after I started back to work at Hine B after the mine was opened 
in 1939. 
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y 



Li^xy 

n I joined the U.U.T7. because I thought they 
would have a closed shop agreelnent with Vine B. 


T r> a -n t + fal 1 wt.4 aU M -t » 1 — a 

— -L-*. "iiivti u;nua xs UOOUBJ.'* 


"This s tatement ct 
rsao to \ e b" 

tn-- be t.t of my knowledge "anS recoCectTon 

’“itnesses : 


his and one other page has been 
r, and I state that it is true to 



Special Agents, ?. . . I. 
Springfield, 111, '• 


ncnt becausi 
she knew, sni 



understand English very well 


w>s not asked to sign the above state- 

^ ^ who read it and said it was true so far as 
would not listen to her road it because he did not 
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M 


J 


[Springfield . 

i, was intervie wed at his booe on August Jh 
194 3* by Special 

™____ furnished his information in a cooperative manner. 

He a±jitT,ed that he had tK.cn pwt in jAil for drunkenness, but cl aimefl t o 
have no other criminal record. This admitted failing on part ofj 
might incurs his credibility as a witness. 

The following signed statement was obtained from 

"Springfield, 111. 

August 31, 1943 

themselves of Investigation. 

No threats or promises have been made to me to obtain this statement. 



born at 
Creek Mine 



, Springfield, 111. I was 
I am working at Panther 


"I first joined a union, the Unified M.ne Workers, irjBBpuhen I 
■was working in Springfield, 111. I stayed in this union ;nt^n?33 
when I joined the Progressive iiine “orkers.of Jiffieriija. As I recall I bf gar 
to i^^^at Mine B some time 'in 1553* I quit working there in the first part 
of I "hIT7S'"hever held any office in any union, I had no part in the 

formation of P.M, A. I joined the P.K.A. when I started to work at Mine B. 
That union had a closed shop agreement with the mine company. 


"As I recall there was no trouble at the mine between the manage- 
ment and the P.K.A. I liked the P.K.A. union better than the U. union 
because the P.K.A. treated me squarely and fairly. I was glad to join the 
F.K.A. because I did not like the way the U.tLV. had been taking so much 
of my wages in special assessments. I did not think that this v:as right. 

"Before the strike started in 1937 I recall that there were some 
men trying to agitate for U.’’. and to pull members from F.K.A. I 
remember that Frank Austin talked to me in J'ine B. He said he was tired of 
P.I'.A. and suggested that wc join the U.l!.”. I was not in favor of this 
and told Austin that I was satisfied v/ith P.I'.A. I also remember that .T imny 
.Hale talked to me in Mine B. He said that the U.H.W. had over 100 members'^ 
and that I might as well sign up with U.M.K, No one else ever said anything 
to mo about U.H.VT. oefore the strike in 1937. 
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tTRTCBY *1 did not toon much about the controversy over the 
■wage scale, I went about ay work, and was confi- 
dent that the F.l'.A. officials would take care of 
the miners. I knew that we were working under a 
temporary agreement which had been signed by the mine management with the 
F.l'.A. It was an extension of the old agreement which the P.II.A. had. I 
understood that the extension was to last until the wage problem was settled 

* 

"I di : not go to many union meetings, and I don't remember going to 
the F.l'.A. meeting on the night before the strike started in 1937. 

"On the day of the strike I worked part of the day in the mine. 

Then the strike was celled. I don't know who called the strike. The reason 
for the strike was that the P.H.A. men refused to work with the U.M.Tf, men 
in the mine, it was satisfactory with me if the leaders of P.MA. thought 
it was necessary to call a strike. In that part of the mine where I was 
working, I don't recall that ary of the coal cars were being loaded short, 

I think that the only reason for the strike was the presence of the U.M.W, 
men in Mine B, and I think there was no concern over the wage issue. 

n I signed the F.M.A. petition in May 1937. I don't remember why* the 
petition was brought around. I also signed a membership card for P.M.A. , 
but no other petitions. I never signed any petitions for U.te.1*. 

"During the summer of 1937 no U.L'.h. nan ever contacted me about 
joining that union. 

"In the fall of 1937 I received a notice of the reopening of Mine E, 
but I did not go out to Lq. no B because I was workin to at Panther Crook Mine 
#2. I went out to ikiine B once in a while at nipht and did a little picket- 
in':. I vent out to the picket line because I wanted to and not because 
anybody forced me. I saw only local men in the picket line; no strangers* 

'•I don’t kno\? the attitude of the miners about the Federal injunctio . 
in the fell of 1^07. I felt that Ilshoff got the injunction to keep the me T . 
off of his property. 

*1 did not go out to the mine on ary of the attempted reopenings 

except the one when the mine did open in 1939* 

“In the election of December 1937 I voted for F.l'.A. because I 
felt that the i-.V.A* had treated me fairly, and I did not vant to £o back t'' 

U.M.rs, I think that most of the miners in If? ne B felt the same vajr as I did- 

"In 1939 I think I received a notice from the management that the 
mine vould reopen, and advising roe as to \ihen I should com^ beck to work* 

At this time I was still in the F.M.A* .union. 



- ZOY - 



Q 


006516 


jc::.: L. izj TS , ST AL 




» A -To- X 1 l 3 T _x > trJ to <1 - 

"aa wr wit; mne x'eo^xiea ± sLayva at nine i> oni^ a 

couple of months . I could not get along with 


Charles Bohannon. Bohannon and John S irtou t were 
glVCTl TSST fflUlys in Mine B, and r 'was given a alow 


_ - # - — » 

mule. Because By mule was slow I could not keep up with Bohannon and 

Sirtout, and because I was slew I always caught "hell" from the boss. 

Neither B 0 hannon or Sirtout ever tried to get me to join U.K.T. However, 
both of them did everything they could to make mo look bad in my job, and ge„ 
me fired. I think that the. saw to it that I got the worst mules and the 
dirtiest jobs, while they obtained the easy jobs lor themselves. Bohannon, 
Sirtout, and Carter would lay off 2,3, or 4 days at a time and nothing 
would happen to thsmr— J *?ncn.iae I laid of: one day and Falcetti told me 
that if that ever ha opened a^ain I would be fired. After a couple of 
months X h i cane fed uj - with Min6 B i oui t- - 3 and T?ent to v?ork at- Panthor Cr36k 
Mine § 2 where I am at the present ti::e. 


"I never saw any beatings taken by any of the miners, although I 
did hear that some of the men were beaten after I left. 


some of the D.U..7. men in Springfield during the evenings, but I don’t 


n I did not vote in the election of February 1341 because T was no 
Ion er employed in Mine B. However, I am still a P.H.A. man and still 
believe that is the ’’Best "uni on. 

"I have read this st&tojnent consisting of this and three other t.-pe- 
written pa^es, and I state that it is true to the best of my knowledge and 
recollection." 




"Falcetti, Bohannon and the other U.II. men were always hanging 
around together, joking and havin w a good time. I have seen Falcetti wi 




"Witnesses* 



Sgecial Agents, F.B.I 
Springfield, 111.* 


258 - 




Res JOHN L. IITTS, 




free in giving infornation. an^ it is noi believed he would bo a good 

witness. He admits no criminal record. 


No threats or proniStr: a vc been node to ne to obtain this stetenent. 


1932. I have never held an office in any union. I did not help to or- 


Ilne B. So far as I know there was no trouble in the P.K.A. The 
officers ran the union fairly and squarely. I don't recall any trouble 
with the nen in U.II. During this period I don't runeraber any picketing 


"I have not gone to nany union Meetings. 1 have never taken much 


interest in union •’ctivities. I always have been able to get along v&ry 
well with the nen in any union. 


of the nen that ther- was going to be a special noeting of the P.N.A. on 
the night before the strike. T did not go to this reacting, and T don't 
knovj the purpose of the meeting. 'Than I arrived at Nine B the day that 
the strike started I wont t~> work, and sane tine later I vras told there 
was a strike. I don't know anything about the- cause a for this strike* 


"iiftor the strike started, I recall that I signed 0 F.N.... petition 


to the effect that the P. N.-t. had a majority of the nen in the raino and 
■uero roady to g c back to work. I thought that the petition was being 


The following signed statement ras riven by 



“Springfield, 111. 
An ust 29, 1943* 



^statement freely and 
JJHfenho have identified 
raldure au of Investigation. 




"During the period froo 1932 to 1937 there was no trouble at 


don’t know of any agitating. 



"Before the strike started at Nino B in 1937 I hoard from sons 
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